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ABSTRACT

Sicily's location in the center of the Mediterranean Sea gave it significant political
and economic importance, as it served as a link between the continents of Europe and
Africa. Its extensive coasts connected it to North Africa and Andalusia through
abundant transportation routes, which facilitated civilizational and commercial
exchange between them. Consequently, there were economic relations at various
agricultural and industrial levels, as well as thriving trade between them. Sicily was
renowned for its abundant agricultural production, cultivating various crops such as
wheat, barley, rice, and others. It was also famous for growing grapes, apples, cotton,
saffron, palm trees, olives, lemons, and oranges. Additionally, various types of
animals were raised in Sicily, and there was a diversity of plant, animal, and mineral
industries, such as sugar production, cotton textiles, and linen manufacturing.
Shipbuilding also flourished, with several shipyards established for this purpose. Due
to the island's richness in minerals, mining and metal extraction industries spread.
Sicily was also known for its pottery and ceramic industries. Thanks to Sicily's
abundance of natural and agricultural wealth, there were numerous markets in its
cities, each specialized according to the type of goods or products. As for its
commercial relations with North Africa and Andalusia, Sicily was connected to these
regions through a vast network of maritime routes that linked it to both North Africa
and Andalusia. It exported various agricultural and industrial products to North Africa
and Andalusia and imported the agricultural and industrial products it needed from
them.
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