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Summary

These poetic duels were a form of entertainment used to amuse the people
of Basra and fill their leisure time. Therefore, caliphs and governors would
summon their most distinguished poets to recite poetry before them for
amusement and entertainment. Evidence that these duels were a source of
amusement can be found in Jarir's elegy for Farz Daq: "Here, wealth has
become..." Here, the mother is present in a praiseworthy capacity (as a free
woman), unlike in their other duels where she was a source of insult and
abuse. Here, she is a source of pride and honor, described as a free woman.
Under other circumstances, fate led al-Akhtal to enter the realm of poetic
duels. He clashed with Jarir, and satire quickly erupted between the two
poets. Despite their differing sects and religions, they agreed on the power
of their invective, which united them. Al-Jahiz says, "Those who satirized
diminished the stature of those they satirized, and those who praised
elevated the stature of those they praised. Some satirized others, so they
responded, thus protecting themselves. Some of those they satirized
remained silent for fear of retaliation. Others remained silent because they
preferred not to respond. They were Muslims: Jarir, Al-Farazdaq, and Al-
Akhtal." Al-Akhtal continued his satire of Jarir by insulting his mother and

taunting his people.
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