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Abstract

Keywords This study examines the employment of medical sciences in interpreting the term al-batn in the Holy
Qur’an through the methodology of Imam Muhammad al-Tahir lbn Ashurin his exegesis al-Tahrir wa al-
Tanwir. The study begins by outlining the linguistic and technical meanings of the term and its vital
functions, followed by tracing its occurrences in the Qur’anic text, highlighting the diversity of its usage
between physical meanings and semantic dimensions related to verses of creation and miraculous
signs.Thestudy further explores how lbn Ashur utilized medical knowledge—particularly in embryology,
entomology, and nutrition—to clarify Qur’anic meanings and demonstrate the precision of expression,
without violatinginterpretive principles orimposing unwarranted scientific interpretations on the text. It
also demonstrates that the selection of the term al-batn is more precise than other terms within the
context of creation and formation, due to the comprehensiveness of its semantic scope, which
encompasses multiple stages of human development and other creatures. The study concludes that lbn
Ashur’s use of medical sciences represents a balanced interpretive model that integrates methodological
authenticity with a conscious openness to scientific knowledge, affirming the flexibility of Qur’anic
interpretation and its capacity to engage with scientific discoveries across different eras.
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