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Abstract:

This research examines the binary of “strength and weakness” and its impact on the
structure of words in the Arabic language. It is considered one of the fundamental
principles adopted by linguists in analyzing linguistic usages. The structure of a word in
Arabic is influenced by multiple factors that may lead to its alteration or change. The
study addresses the concept of strength and weakness both linguistically and
terminologically, highlighting the significance of the position of a letter within a word,
which can influence its stability or modification through processes such as inflection
(i‘lal), inversion (qalb), substitution (ibdal), deletion (hadhf), or assimilation (idgham),
and analyzes manifestations of this duality in the structure of the word. The research aims
to elucidate the concept of this binary and to review how ancient scholars approached this
phenomenon as they interpreted changes occurring to a word through justifications of
strength or weakness, and the relationship of this concept to other binaries. These changes
fall into two categories: the first is phonological, related to sounds and their mutual
influences, while the second is morphological, concerning the structure of the word and
the positional relations of its components, which is the subject of this research. The
significance of the research lies in elucidating the concept of this binary and its
synonyms. revealing its role in shaping the structure of words in Arabic. It presents
aspects of its role in morphological explanation as scholars interpret changes occurring in
the word structure, to derive the rules of this binary and its manifestations in
morphological usage. The study employed a descriptive-analytical approach as a tool for
research by collecting instances of this binary in morphology, classifying, and analyzing
them according to what scholars have stated, to extract manifestations of this binary and
the rules guiding its use. The research concluded that the structure of the word is ruled by
a precise system, linked to specific morphological and phonological factors. And the
binary of “strength and weakness” serves as a morphological cause, with a significant
impact on explaining the evolution of words and their morphological changes. This
allows the Arabic language to possess a flexibility in handling that endows the word with
the ability to interact within its components, thus achieving formation according to the
principles of ease and facilitation.
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