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Abstract
The Activities of the
Japanese Archaeological Expedition in lraq
1956-1991

Prof Dr. Nawala A. M. Al-Mutawalli
University of Baghdad/ College of Arts
Department of Archaeology

The history of Japanese archaeological activity in the
field of  surveys, investigations and excavations of
archaeological for the first time in Iraqg to detect
manifestations of ancient civilizations in Mesopotamia
related to 1956, first exploration Japanese expedition
reached Irag delegate from the University of Tokyo between
September and October of 1956, , the expedition consisted
of thirteen professor and specialist  specialized in
archeology, Pre-history and architecture Arts, geology,
anthropology, natural, human and Physical Geography, as
well as photographers. The expedition was headed by
Professor Namio Ekami.

The expedition replaced for the first time near the site
Telul — Ethalathat in Nineveh province, which was chosen
by the professor Namio Ekama (Head of Expedition), it was
a choice based on recommendations made by the General
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Directorate of Antiquities at the time (now the General
Authority for Antiquities and Heritage), Professor Dr. Naji
Al-Asil for the head of the expedition on the importance of
the site and the roles of civilization in it, for this reason the
Japanese expedition decided to start work in it.

The Japanese expedition had the honor at that time
because of the visiting of Prince Takahito Mikasa to Irag
(17/ September -11/October/ 1956), who visited the Iraq
Museum and other Ancient cities in lrag, moreover he
visited the cite Telul-Ethalat, the Prince Mikasa was the first
person who started the work of the excavation in the site.

The Expedition of Telul-Ethalathat started their work
on 8/ October 1956, its continued for several seasons during
which he revealed the roles of civilization belonging to the
historical and Pre- Historic periods with numbers of
archaeological finds and artifacts of great importance.

Other archaeological sites and cites in lrag were
excavated by other Japanese expedition, a new Japanese
expeditions from Kukoshikan University headed by
Professor Dr. Hedio Fujii started their excavation in Al-Tar
gaves near Kerbela province, caves Tar located 30 km to the
southwest of the city of Karbala, a group of caves and caves
stretching along the well-known sea salt region, which is
surrounded by several valleys and oases, the number of
caves (400) almost a cave, the gaves dug in the range of
1200 BC, and in the period between the third century BC to
the third century AD These caves graves were used to bury.

When the Iraqi Government, and the General
Organization for Antiquities,(The State Board of Antiquities
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and Heritage now) announced for the national and
international expeditions to excavate the Archaeological
sites at the Hamrin Dam Basin, which located on the Diyala
River. The work began in 1977, the Japanese expedition
from the Kukushikan University headed by Prof. Dr. Hideo
Fujii was one of the first foreign expeditions who started
work in Himrin Dam, including Tel Kubba Tel Sonkor (1.2,
3) Work continued for two seasons several started from
August / 1977 up to the early eighties of the last century.

In summer 1981, the General Organization of
Antiquities began working in a project to save the
Archaeological sites of Saddam Dam, which located in the
Eski Mosul area in the provinces of Nineveh and Dohuk,
and at the invitation of the institution at the time of several
national and international exploration expeditions have
participated to work in the project, including the Japanese
exploration of Kukushikan University expeditions headed
by Professor Dr. Hedio Fujii, they worked in several sites,
such as: Tel Jikan, Tel Der Hall, Tel Mishrifa, Tel Jessarti,
Tel Adhevij, and Tel Qsr-Banat, this group of
archaeological sites were located on both sides of the Tigris
River in the area and at Faida and Zammar province.

The Japanese expedition from Kukushikan University also,
started a archaeological Survey in one of the important
ancient cities in Mesopotamia, it is the Kish, which located
near the city at Babylon, this was between 1988-1989, the
expedition was headed by Professor Dr. Hidio Fuijii, they
started their first season between January 1988- February
1989, in the western part of the city.
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Fig. 1. General View of Telul ath-Thalathat.
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H.LLH. Prince Mikasa at Nimvud, with the Director General of Antiguities and the
Architect. At the background a hwge winged bull and bas relicts which form part of
the facade of the Northwestern Palace being restored
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A MESSAGE

T am most grafeful to His Exeellency
Dr. Naji al-Astl for his courtesy in allow-
ing me to confribute the following to
“Sumer”, after having been given a
grand opportunity, during the very plee-
sant stay in [raq of nearly four weeks,
fo visit many importent vestiges of the
ancient eivilization as well s to see at
the museurns in various places innumer-
able precious historicel relics which bave
bitherto been discovered af those anciens
sites.

The “Cradle of the Most Ancient
(jvilization” — how fascinating a land
it is? The academic world of Japan has
wade & remarkable progress during the
past century, but its studies of the West-
Asian countries have so regrettably lag-
oed bebind, which has been not altoge-
ther without reason. Since olden times,
considerable nterest has always been
taken by us as far os India as 2 land
where Buddhism, one of the most import-
ant religions in Japau originated. More
recently, however, Japan was confronted
by the threat of possible colonization by
the European nations as they started
their advance into Bast Asia. This proved
to be an incentive for the Japamese in
those days to discard the fendalistic seelu-

\ Y.
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Prince Takahito Mikasa

sionism for free intercourse with the rest
of the world and, recognizing & great
deley 1 thelr modernization, she tried to
make up for lost time by catching up
with the European civilization with such
cagerness — 1t may be almost be called
impatience — which helped to promote
most enthusiastic studies of things Euro-
pean. This umusual interest faken in
Earope mavoidably resulted in the com-
parative negligence of West Asia In spite
of the fact that Japan herself is one of
the Aslatic countriss. It also cannot be
Qenied that the then prevailing state of
affairs that West Asia was under the
contral of the Euroepan powers tended
to cause the Japanese in these days not
to pay due aitention to that part of the
world.

The resnlt of these past circumstances
is that we are now regrettably short of
scholars engaging in the study of West
Asia and of basie research materials
indispensable fo their acalemic studies.
However, the recent independence and
remariable development of West-Asian
counisies following the ““Wakening of
the Asians”, which is an epochel fact in
world history, could not but arrest the
aitention of the Japanese. At present,

eY~\A-dJY\Q§ﬂ- ('L")J-\!J‘
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4 A Message.

the study of West Asia is getting increas-
ingly popular among scholars and stu-
dents as well among business people in
Japan.

With this background, those inter-
ested got together and founded the
“Society for Near Eastern Studies in
Japan” in July, 1954, to promote the
study of that part of the world. T am
fully convinced that the society has great
possibilities of growing into important
organization, although it has not as yet
accomplished anything worth mention-
ing. It may be added that the Society,
attaching Importance to the study of
Islam, has a special group for purpose
which has already begun its work.

In this connection, it was a matter
of joy to us that this year the Ministry
of Education of Japan gave a certain
amount of research expenses to a group
of scholars who are engaged in the study
of the Koran, and besidesmade an outlay
for the despatch of a group of scholars
to make scientific researches in Iran and
Iraq and also to undertake archaeological
excavation in the latter entrusting the
Tokyo University with the mission. The
Asahi, one of the most influential news-
papers in Japan, volunteering as patron,
agreed to render assistance to this work
in the matter of its funds and publicity.
Moreover, many of the Japanese com-
panies came to help the research group
with generous donations of their manu-
factured articles.

The Tokyo University accordingly
organized a research group with Prof.
N. Egami as its leader, and the group
duly started the work of excavation at
Teloul el Thalathat near Mosul, Iraq, on
October 8th. It was indeed a great plea-
sure to me to be able to witness the open-

ARA

ing of the excavation work there, for I
had been personally interested in the
plan ever since the time when the per-
mission of excavation work was first
offered by His Excellency Dr. Naji al-
Asil a few years ago, and had experienced
not a little difficulty before finally coming
to realize the plan. I cannot help express-
ing my heartfelt thanks to the persons
concerned in Iraq who have rendered
valuable assistance to this excavation
which 1s the very first work of its kind
ever attempted by the academic circles of
Japan in West Asia.

The present excavation work, how-
ever, should be considered no more than
one of the corner-stones to be laid in the
foundation upon which can be based not
only the future studies of Iraq by us
Japanese but the cooperation of Iraq and
Japan in the promotion of academic
studies and the mutual exchange of the
fruit of their study and research. It all
will depend upon our unremitting endea-
vour in the future. T am confident that
I was able to recognize the importance
of the task with which I feel T was entru-
sted during my recent tour in your
country, and I sincerely wish to do my
utmost to accomplish this important
task. I shall be grateful if interested
Iraqis will favour me with their con-
tinued understanding and assistance.

Allow me to close this message hy
thanking you all very warmly agamn for
the most cordial welcome and hospitality
extended to me during my most agreeable
sojourn in your country and by offering
my sincerest good wishes for the good
health of His Majesty the King of Iraq
and for the prosperity of the Iragi people
who are now so familiar to my heart.
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Tell Gubba and its Surroundings
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% Central Structure, Level VII, Tell Gubba
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%  Painted Pottery, Level VI, (1~7), VI(8), Tell Gubba
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