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Abstract

This study examines the development of medicine in the Ottoman Empire and
highlights the main institutions and practices that shaped the Ottoman health
system. Ottoman medicine was largely influenced by the earlier Islamic medical
tradition, particularly the works of prominent physicians such as Ibn Sina and
Al-Razi, whose writings formed the theoretical basis of medical education and
practice for centuries. As the Ottoman state expanded and urban centers grew,
the need for organized healthcare institutions led to the establishment of
hospitals and charitable medical foundations known as Dar al-Shifa. These
institutions combined treatment, medical education, and social care, and were
largely supported by charitable endowments (waqf), which ensured the
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continuity of healthcare services.The study also explores the administrative
organization of the medical profession, especially the role of the Chief Physician
(Hekimbashi) in supervising doctors and regulating medical practice across the
empire. In addition, the research examines the relationship between medicine
and society, showing how Ottoman hospitals played an important social role by
providing free treatment and care for the poor. Finally, the study addresses the
medical reforms of the nineteenth century, particularly during the Tanzimat
period, when the Ottoman state introduced modern medical education and
reorganized hospitals according to new scientific and administrative standards.
Through these developments, Ottoman medicine gradually moved from a
traditional system rooted in Islamic medical heritage to a more modern and
institutionalized healthcare structure.

Keywords:Ottoman Medicine, Ottoman Hospitals, Dar al-Shifa, Ottoman
Medical Education, Hekimbashi (Chief Physician), Medical Wagf (Charitable
Endowments)
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