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Freedom of Scientific Research and the Extent
to Which It Is Guaranteed in Iraqi Legislation
A Comparative Constitutional Study
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Research summary
Freedom of research is one of the established constitutional

principles in democratic systems, and it has been affirmed in many
constitutions of developed countries. However, it is noted that the
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Iraqgi constitutions have not been woven in a single pattern in their
dealings with freedom of scientific research. Some constitutions
neglected to stipulate it, while others mentioned it explicitly, which
reflects a constitutional fluctuation that left its impact on the
legislative policy followed in regulating this type of public freedoms,
as this policy still lacks a codification that brings together between
its covers the provisions that pertain to freedom of scientific
research, with its legal rules being scattered among multiple laws,
regulations and instructions. In order to increase the effectiveness
of freedom of speech and the creativity of researchers, we
proposed to reformulate the text of paragraph (third) of Article (34)
of the Constitution of the Republic of Iraq to read as follows:
(1- The State protects the freedom of scientific research and the
publication of its fruits, and the State is obligated to allocate
annually no less than 2% of its budget revenues to support
research activity in a way that serves knowledge and achieves
sustainable development, and in accordance with the provisions of
laws, public order and morals. 2- The researcher has the freedom
to access information that enables him to complete his research
and publish the results he arrives at, without compromising the
security of the State).
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