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Al-Andalus in Confrontation with the Normans during the Period (138-316

AH)
Ali Ibrahim Younis Jarbou® Al-Hamdani
College of Basic Education, Department of History

Abstract
This study explores the Norman raids on al-Andalus between 138 and 316 AH
as a major aspect of maritime conflict in the western Mediterranean during the
ninth century. It examines the three Norman incursions targeting the Andalusi
coasts, analyzing the Normans’ origins, ethnic formation, military organization,
and combat strategies in order to clarify the nature of their attacks. The research
provides a detailed account of the first raid in 229 AH, highlighting its causes,
course, and consequences, and the defensive weaknesses it exposed—
particularly in Seville—along with the Andalusi response through mobilization,
pursuit of the invaders, and extensive fortification efforts. It also addresses the
second and third raids (245-247 AH), emphasizing their more limited impact
due to the strengthened Andalusi navy and tighter coastal surveillance. The
study underscores the pivotal role of the Andalusi fleet, naval industries, and
coastal ribats in countering the Norman threat. It concludes that these raids
prompted significant developments in Andalusi military and naval organization,
demonstrated the effectiveness of Umayyad leadership in managing external
challenges, and paved the way for early forms of diplomatic contact between
Muslims and the Normans.
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