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ABSTRACT
The indicators of the age and gender structure of the population play a major
role in the field of planning and development. Based on the population structure,
infrastructure and services are planned, such as schools, hospitals, health centers,
nursing homes, and other infrastructure that provide different services to the population.
Therefore, studies on the age and gender structure of the population of any region
provide planners and decision makers with information about the size of the population.
This study came to shed light on the indicators of the age and gender structure of the
population of the holy Karbala Governorate in the year 2024 to be a good aid in
planning and signing development projects and service projects in the governorate. The
study concluded that the percentage of young people in the age group (0-14) years
(37%) of the total population of the holy Karbala Governorate. It decreased in urban
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areas to (34.7%) and increased in rural areas to (42.2%), which increases the difficulty
of work to reach the outlets of the demographic gift. The study concluded that the total
dependency ratio in the holy Karbala Governorate reached (182.5) in rural areas, while
it decreased in urban areas and the governorate in general to (165.5, 168.1) for them,
respectively. The median age of the governorate’s population reached (18.4) years, and
in urban areas (17.2) years, while it decreased in rural areas in a striking way until it
reached (11.2) years. The age index also came to indicate the youth of the population in
the study area, as its values were less than (0.40), which indicates the ability of the
studied population to compensate for the population shortage resulting from old age and
death. The gender ratio in the rural areas of the holy Karbala Governorate decreased
compared to its counterparts in the urban areas and in the governorate as a whole.
Keywords: qualitative structure, age structure, age structure indicators, Holy Karbala
Governorate
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