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The Role of Caliph Al-Ma'mun in the Growth and Development of the
House of Wisdom (Bayt al-Hikma) in Baghdad 218-198)AH / 813-833 AD(
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Akre University of Applied Sciences\ College of Education.
Abstract:

The House of Wisdom in Baghdad represents the pinnacle of scientific glory in
the early Abbasid era. It was a scientific academy that sparked a major
intellectual revolution, changing the course of human history. Its initial
foundations were laid during the reign of Caliph Harun al-Rashid, but it reached
its golden age under Caliph al-Ma'mun (813-833 CE), who bestowed upon it
exceptional patronage and attention, transforming it into a global center for
research and translation. Caliph al-Ma'mun played a pivotal role in its
development, demonstrating a level of dedication to it that nearly bankrupted
him. He dispatched scientific missions to Constantinople, the Byzantine Empire,
and Persia to collect rare Greek and Persian manuscripts, and he even offered
the weight of translated books in gold as an incentive for scholars. Thanks to
him, the House of Wisdom transformed from a mere library into a
comprehensive university, attracting leading astronomers, physicians, and
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translators from diverse backgrounds and religions, thus solidifying the values
of intellectual tolerance. During al-Ma'mun'’s reign, the House of Wisdom was
expanded to include specialized departments, such as the “Library" for
preservation and classification, the "Translation Department" which translated
the sciences of the Greeks, Persians, and Indians into Arabic, and the
"Authorship Department"” for original scientific innovation. It also included an
astronomical observatory and a bimaristan (hospital) for practical training. Its
Impact on Islamic civilization was immense; Arabic became the world's primary
language of science, and through it, the sciences transitioned from abstract
theories to systematic experimentation. The House of Wisdom preserved human
heritage from being lost and served as the bridge through which knowledge
reached Europe, paving the way for the global Renaissance and confirming that
Islamic civilization was a beacon of reason and evidence. Workers maintained
and managed the House of Wisdom, and it became a hub for scholars,
translators, and astronomers to develop their ideas and writings. As a result,
many prominent figures emerged who played a significant role in the
development and advancement of the House of Wisdom..

Keywords: House of Wisdom, Caliph, Al-Ma'mun, Translation, Abbasid
Golden Age.
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