
 

594 
 

Commercial Fraud and Deception in Islamic Jurisprudence and its 

General Rulings 

Abstract  

This research addresses the issue of commercial fraud and deception in Islamic 

jurisprudence as prohibited behaviors that contradict the objectives of Sharia in 
achieving justice, preserving wealth, and building trust among members of 

society. The fundamental principle in commercial transactions in Islam is 
honesty, transparency, and clarity of facts. The Holy Quran and the Sunnah 

(Prophetic traditions) emphasize the prohibition of fraud in all its forms, due to 
its consequences of unjustly acquiring people's wealth and harming individuals 

and markets. Fraud is defined as concealing a defect or altering the true nature 
or characteristics of a commodity in a way that deceives the other party. 

Deception, on the other hand, refers to using means that mislead the buyer or 

contracting party, whether through words, actions, or concealment

The research demonstrates that Islamic jurisprudence has addressed this 

phenomenon both preventively and remedially. It prohibited all  forms of 
deception, obligated the seller to disclose defects, and granted the buyer the 

right of rescission upon proof of fraud or misrepresentation, thus protecting 
their satisfaction and preventing injustice. It also established the principle of the 

merchant's legal and moral responsibility and considered honesty and integrity 
as prerequisites for lawful earnings. The general rulings on fraud and 

misrepresentation manifest in the invalidation of certain contracts or granting 
the aggrieved party the option to rescind them, the obligation to redress the 

harm and provide compensation, and the legitimacy of the ruler's intervention 
to prevent such practices, regulate the market, and punish violators in a manner 

that serves the public interest
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