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Summary

Scientific research is the cornerstone of nations’ progress and development,
contributing to the advancement of economic and technological sectors. Its
success depends on a supportive legal environment. Commercial legislation
plays a key role in fostering scientific research by regulating funding
mechanisms, protecting intellectual property, facilitating technology transfer, and
promoting partnerships between the public and private sectors. Despite the
existence of a legal framework in Iraq that addresses commercial aspects, it still
suffers from deficiencies in creating a stimulating environment for research and
development. This calls for a critical review in comparison with U.S. legislation,
which has proven effective in this field.

The main legal issues include the limited protection granted to intellectual
property rights, the absence of legislation regulating cooperation between
universities and the private sector, the weak legal framework for research
funding, and the lack of clarity in mechanisms for technology transfer and
commercialization. U.S. laws, particularly the Bayh-Dole Act, provide an
advanced model for supporting scientific research by granting academic
institutions the right to exploit patents, offering tax incentives for research
funding, and establishing clear mechanisms to ensure effective partnerships
between universities and commercial enterprises.

In light of these challenges, this research aims to analyze the role of Iraqi
commercial laws in stimulating scientific research and compare them with the
U.S. experience to identify strengths and shortcomings. The study seeks to
propose legislative reforms that ensure a more innovation-friendly legal
environment. The findings emphasize the need to develop Irag’s legislative
framework to align with global advancements by enhancing legal protections for
innovations, activating technology transfer mechanisms, enacting clear
regulations for research funding, and establishing sustainable university
governance policies that integrate academic research with market needs.
Keywords: Intellectual Property, Technology Transfer, Innovation, Research
Funding, University Governance.
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