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Abstract

The political structure established by Genghis Khan for his empire was based on
the principle of expansion, for which he devised a strategy that set no final limits
to the territorial expansion of his state. This was stipulated in the principles he had
declared within the resolutions of the General Assembly (Kurultai) of the Mongol
leaders, according to which the establishment of the Mongol State was proclaimed
in 603 AH / 1206 AD. In application of this, Genghis Khan devoted himself to
leading military campaigns of expansion eastward and westward, and those who
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succeeded him from the Khans of the Mongol Empire followed the same
approach. This study traces the events of this expansion during the reign of Kublai
Khan, whose accession to the position of Great Khan came during a critical period
experienced by the Mongol Empire following the death of Mongke Khan in 655
AH /1257 AD, during which the conflict and rivalry intensified between the two
brothers, the sons of Méngke Khan, namely Kublai and Ariq Boke. The conflict
was ultimately resolved in favor of Kublai. After his coronation as Great Khan of
the Mongol Empire in 658 AH /1260 AD, and the confirmation of this by all the
Mongol leaders in 664 AH / 1266 AD, Kublai Khan devoted himself to
completing what Mongke Khan had begun in terms of military campaigns to
occupy southern China. Once this was achieved in 677 AH / 1279 AD, his
ambitions began to turn toward expansion in the direction of the countries of
Southeast Asia, to which Mongol military attacks had already occurred since the
reign of his father, Mongke Khan. To achieve this goal, Kublai Khan adopted a
policy of ultimatum and execution by sending envoys on his behalf to many of
the kingdoms of Southeast Asia, calling on them to accept the declaration of their
submission to him or to bear the consequences of that. The response from the
Kingdom of Mien in Burma was to insult and kill Kublai’s envoys, which
prompted Kublai to send more than one military campaign in 677 AH / 1279 AD
and in 682 AH / 1284 AD, through which the Mongol army succeeded in
eliminating the Kingdom of Mien and occupying all its territories, including the
capital, Pagan. As a result, many of the neighboring kingdoms to Burma hastened
to accept submission, while other kingdoms were forced, after Mongol forces
entered their lands, to declare Mongol sovereignty over them, including the
Kingdom of Annam in Vietnam. Meanwhile, the Kingdom of Champa, whose
authority extended over parts of Cambodia and the southern part of Vietnam, was
subjected to a Mongol campaign that ultimately forced it to accept the declaration
of submission. After that, Kublai’s ambitions extended toward the Indonesian
islands, especially the island of Java, to which he sent a huge fleet that enabled
him to occupy the island of Java and overthrow the Kingdom of Singhasari that
ruled it, in 692 AH / 1293 AD, and other islands hastened to accept submission.
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