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Abstract:

This research is concerned with the study of the aesthetics of style in
contemporary lIraqi plastic art (the Fourteenth Al-Wasiti Exhibition as a model).

It is organized into four chapters. The first chapter (the methodological
framework) is devoted to clarifying the research problem, its significance,
objectives, limits, and defining the key terms used in the study.
The research problem addresses the aesthetics of style in contemporary Iraqi
painting and the multiplicity of its references, which extend from the arts of
ancient Iraqgi civilization, through Islamic art and popular heritage, in addition to
modern and contemporary art. Accordingly, Iragi art groups, since the early
1950s, have worked to consolidate the concepts of the aesthetics of
contemporary lIraqgi plastic art and to crystallize new horizons through diverse
visions and styles that engage with human productions related to the artist and

the nature of social life.
Therefore, emphasis was placed on the aesthetics of style in contemporary Iraqi
plastic art, specifically the Fourteenth Al-Wasiti Exhibition, which embodied
diverse styles and alternative formulations imposed and produced by various
social life activities. These activities generated the aesthetics of style in
contemporary Iraqi plastic art, while also carrying an artistic purpose endowed

with a distinctive aesthetic value. From this standpoint, the research problem
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was defined by answering the following question:
(What are the aesthetics of style in contemporary Iraqi plastic art, with the
Fourteenth Al-Wasiti Exhibition as a model?)
The significance of the research lies in its contribution as an addition to the
specialized library in the field of plastic arts research. The present study
represents an important database of the works, styles, and trends of lIraqi
painters in the Fourteenth Al-Wasiti Exhibition (2022), and it supports the
transformations of the plastic art movement.
The objective of the research is to identify the aesthetics of style in
contemporary Iraqi plastic art (the Fourteenth Al-Wasiti Exhibition as a model).
The research defined its subject limits as the aesthetic artworks concerned with
style in contemporary Iraqi plastic art (the Fourteenth Al-Wasiti Exhibition as a
model), including executed works, materials, and techniques, within the
temporal scope of 2(022. The spatial scope is limited to Irag—Ministry of
Culture, Tourism and Antiquities, Department of Fine Arts, Al-Wasiti Exhibition
Hall. The terms (aesthetics, style, contemporary) were also reviewed within this
chapter.
The second chapter (the theoretical framework) includes three sections: the first
examines the concept of beauty in contemporary philosophical thought; the
second addresses the diversity of style in contemporary Iraqi painting; and the
third studies the Al-Wasiti Exhibitions—foundation and pioneering role.
The third chapter is devoted to the research procedures, which include defining
the research population, selecting a research sample of five (5) models,
identifying the research instrument, and analyzing the sample models.
The fourth chapter presents the research results, conclusions, recommendations,

and proposals.
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The research concludes with results and conclusions. Among the most important
findings reached by the researcher are:
The aesthetic qualities of Cubist and abstract styles appeared in the works of
artists at the Fourteenth Al-Wasiti Exhibition through conveying messages
about events and phenomena, expressed by artists through their approaches to
the aesthetics of place and time, as seen in sample no. (1).
The aesthetics of style among artists were grounded in references they lived
through and were influenced by, via a sequence of societal needs and their
system, as shown in sample no. (2).
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