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Maritime boundary delimitation is considered one of the most sensitive legal
issues in contemporary international relations, due to the inherent tension
between the requirements of national sovereignty and the demands of
international justice in the exploitation of shared marine resources. The
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matter extends far beyond the mere drawing of separating lines between
States; it involves the definition of legal maritime zones that give rise to
sovereign rights, economic jurisdictions, and international responsibilities
that directly affect the very foundations of the legal order governing the seas.
In line with the aforementioned considerations, this study demonstrates that
delimitation is not a purely technical exercise but rather the product of an
interaction between legal, geographical, and political factors. Any deviation
in the application of legal principles or disregard for relevant special
circumstances may lead to an imbalance in the distribution of maritime
wealth, accompanied by international disputes and regional tensions. The
development of the international law of the sea has led to the establishment
of a set of principles aimed at achieving balance and equity in boundary
determination, such as the median line principle, the consideration of special
circumstances, and other foundational rules.
It 1s worth noting that the importance of maritime boundary delimitation lies
in its role as a tool for reorganizing shared maritime spaces and establishing
clear limits of jurisdiction that prevent overlap in resource exploitation and
reduce the likelihood of disputes. Each delimitation line inherently redefines
concepts of sovereignty and responsibility, granting States specific rights to
exploit mineral resources, engage in fishing, conduct scientific research, and
pursue other maritime activities.
Furthermore, this study affirms that the settlement of disputes arising from
delimitation constitutes a genuine test of the effectiveness of the
international legal system in ensuring compliance with the law. The
International Court of Justice and the International Tribunal for the Law of
the Sea have served as two essential pillars in consolidating a balanced and
equitable judicial approach grounded in the principle of the peaceful
settlement of disputes, complemented by alternative mechanisms such as
arbitration and by the rejection of the use of force in addressing maritime
disagreements.
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