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The social status of women in the Sasanian era (224-651 AD)
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Abstract

The study of social history in ancient Iran has generally presented challenges for
researchers due to the scarcity and limited availability of written sources.
However, the surviving works and artifacts from the Sasanian period (224-651
CE), particularly seals, have provided researchers with a wealth of information
on this subject, both quantitatively and qualitatively. It is well-established that
women constituted a significant part of Sasanian society. Therefore, this
research will focus on the social status of women in the Sasanian era, based on
the surviving seals from this period. This study employs a descriptive and
analytical approach. According to the evidence found on seals, coins, and other
Sasanian artifacts, women attained positions of authority comparable to those of
kings, in addition to the position of queen. The seals also depict images of
women alongside men in scenes such as the offering of flowers, which served as
a marriage proposal. The use of female motifs on seals and other artifacts can be
considered a development and a new perspective on the status of women in
Sasanian society.

Keywords: Sasanian era, social conditions of women, Sasanian seals.
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