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Abstract:

The study demonstrates that Iraqgi foreign policy during the period 2014—
2024 has been characterized by an attempt to achieve a delicate balance
between regional and international powers, in a turbulent environment
marked by conflicting pressures. lIraqgi governments started from the
priority of protecting national sovereignty and avoiding sliding into axis—
based conflicts, and thus adopted an approach based on relative neutrality
and parallel openness to various actors, with an emphasis on employing
diplomacy as a principal tool for managing regional and international

competition on lIraqi soil. In this context, lrag’s role emerged as a
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mediator in a number of regional crises, particularly through hosting
rounds of dialogue between Saudi Arabia and Iran, and opening channels
of communication with multiple Arab, regional, and Western states, which
contributed to improving Iraq’s image as a responsible state seeking to
reduce tensions and promote stability .However, the results showed that
this balance has remained fragile and influenced by a set of internal and
external factors; American and Iranian pressures, in addition to the
complexities of the domestic political scene and the presence of armed
groups not fully subject to state authority, continue to Ilimit the
independence of Iraqi foreign decision—-making. The study also indicated
that enhancing the effectiveness of foreign policy is organically linked to
strengthening the internal front through political reform, controlling
weapons, and developing the economy and infrastructure in a way that
reduces Iraq’s dependence on external support. The study concludes that
the policy of balance pursued by Iraq essentially represents an opportunity
to rebuild its regional and international standing, provided that it is
formulated within a long—term strategic vision that links its diplomatic roles
to national development projects, in a manner that ensures maximizing
gains and reducing the cost of regional and international pressures and
alignments.

Keywords: Iraq's foreign policy, regional balance, international pressures,
regional tension.
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