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Abstract:

The hostility that had emerged in the Mashriq at the beginning of the first Hijri
century between the Shi‘a and the Kharijites was transmitted to the Maghrib in
the fourth Hijri century, particularly after the establishment of the Fatimid
Caliphate in the early fourth century AH in the Maghrib, a region that had
previously become a stronghold of the Kharijites.The Kharijite doctrine was not
characterized by dialectical debate or philosophical inquiry; rather, it adopted the
sword as its emblem, grounded in the principle of al-amr bi-I-ma‘raf wa-I-nahy
‘an al-munkar (commanding right and forbidding wrong). Likewise, the Sunni
population—who constituted the majority of the inhabitants of the Maghrib—did
not accept the establishment of a Shi‘i caliphate in their midst. Consequently,
these groups united and raised the banner of revolt against the Fatimid Caliphate.
This uprising is regarded as one of the most dangerous revolts to have emerged in
the Maghrib, as it threatened the very survival of the Fatimids. In its initial stages,
it also enjoyed broad popular support among the general populace. Moreover, it
left devastating consequences on society to such an extent that some historians
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asserted that their lands were virtually depopulated as a result of the rebellion and
the violent methods employed by its leader, as will be demonstrated below.
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