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Abstract:

The invasion of Iraq in 2003 and its aftermath left the
archaeological sites of the country unprotected and
extremely wvulnerable to looting. Large scale illegal
excavations of unprecedented proportions were carried out
just before and after the war through vast areas of Iraqgi soil,
destroying sites and making some of them irrecoverable for
archaeological research. One of the effects of this tragedy
has been the appearance on the antiquities market of
hundreds of unprovenanced cuneiform tablets purchased by
private collectors and institutions. The dimensions and
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patterns of the looting, and its relationship to the
archaeological periods affected by the attacks of the looters
and the kind of objects unearthed, have been well studied by
E. C. Stone, who wrote that “those sites apt to yield the best
cylinder seals (Akkadian), cuneiform tablets (Ur I1I, Old
Babylonian) and early coins (Achaemenid, Parthian) show
much more evidence for looting than other periods”(Stone

2008: 135).

A definitive solution to the problem of the identification
of Irisagrig will only be

given by means of new surveys or archaeological
excavations. For the time being,

everything seems to point to sites no. 1032 and 1056, and
preferably the latter, as

the location of the ancient city of Irisagrig.
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Fig. 1. Looted sites at the Irisagrig area.

Molina,M.,Madrid Conference,2013,p.74.
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1) Stone,E.,'Patterns of Looting in southern Iraq', AntiquityNol.
82: USA: 2008,pp. 125-138.
2) StoneE.,Ibid,p.135.
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Ebeling, E., “Drehem”, RIA-Il, Berlin und leipzig, 1938,
p.236.
6) Molina , M.E., 'On the Location of lIrisagrig,” From the 21st
Century B.C. to the 21* Century A.D.": Madrid conference,22-
24 2010",(USA:2013),pp-59-60.
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9) Lambert, M. 'La ville d’Urusagrig’', Revue d’Assyriologie et
d’Archeologie Orientale 47: Paris:1953,pp.11-15.
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11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

Goetze,A.," Sakkanakkus of the Ur Il Empire', Journal of
Cuneiform StudiesNol. 17:USA:1963,p.20.

Sauren,H., Topographie der Provinz Umma nach den Urkunden

der Zeit der Ill. Dynastie von Ur, Teil . Kanale und

Bewasserungsaniagen. Heidelberg:1966, p.99.

Wilcke, C.,” Der Aktuelle Bezug der Sammlung der
sumerischen Tempelhymnen und ein Fragment eines
Klageliedes'. Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie,Band,62, Berlin:1972,
pp. 55-59.

Nissen, H. J.," Historical and Topographical Notes: Ur 11I-Old
Babylonian Periods. pp. 35-54 inThe Uruk Countryside: The
Natural Setting of Urban Societies, ed. R. McC. Adams and H.
J.  Nissen.  Chicago/London:  University —of  Chicago

Press,pp.27-28.
Molina , M.E., Madrid conference,p.60.

Steinkeller, P." Seal of ISma-llum, son of the Governor of
Matar' Vicino OrienteVol. 6: Addenda et corrigenda:1986,p.35;
see n. 3.

Jacobsen, Th.,” The Waters of Ur',. @,Vo/. 22:London:
1960,pp. 174-185.

D. Frayne ., The Early Dynastic List of Geographical Names'.
American Oriental Series,Vol. 74. New Haven: American

Oriental Society.USA:1992:pp. 28-37 .
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19) Heimpel, W.," Ein zweiter Schritt zur Rehabilitierung der Rolle
der Tigris in Sumer', Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie Til. 80,
Berlin:1990,pp. 204-213.

20) Steinkeller, P.,”New Light on the Hydrology and Topography of

Southern Babylonia in the Third Millennium', Zeitschrift fur
Assyriologie,Til. 91,Berlin:2001,pp. 22-84.
21) Lecompte, C.," Listes lexicales et representations spatiales des

époques archaliques a la periode paleo—babylonienne'. Ph. D.
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22)

dissertation, Université¢ de Versaille St-Quentin-en—Yvelines /

Universite de Gengve:2009,pp. 231-232.
TCL 5 5676:r.iv.11-21 (SS2) 4 guru$ uy 4-3e; kar Umma''-

ta, Iri—sag—rig7ki—§e3 ma, gid,—da, uy 1-3e; Iri—sag—rig7ki—ga Se

ma,—a si—ga, uy 1-3e; Iri—sag—rig7ki—ta Urindus—a-a$ ma, diri-
ga, uy 1-Se; Se bala—a, uy 8-Se; Se gag—ga,, uy 2—-Se; kun—
zi-da “Amard Suen-ni-tum-ma-ta Iri—sagrig7ki—§e3 ma, gid,—
da ma, bala AK, u, 2-3e; Iri-sag-rig;~ta ka Tab-NI-Ma-ma-
Se; ma, gid,—da, uy 2-Se; ma, diri-ga, uy 2-8e; ma, ba-al-la
Se bala—a, kiSib A-ra—guy), nig,—kas; AK Ur-“Nin-su

nubandas gu,, mu ma, En—ki ba—-ab—-dug.
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abra “lnanna 13.0.0 Ur-"Ba-u,, 23.2.0 “Sul-gi-i-li, u-nigin,
1 guruy; 1127.0.0 kas ninda gur, ma$,—da-ri-a kus—sig;; kuz—
babbar gu, udu, u, alam déul—gi—e in—gub—ba-gen;—am; tum,—
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Se;.

25) Molina , M.E., Madrid conference,p.62.
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28) WidellM.,” Turam-ili an Ur Il merchant, ( JCS

Vol.38,1986,pp.70-75.
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29)

30)

31)

32)

33)

34)

35)

Edzard,D.O., ., and others, Répertoire Géographique des

Textes Cunéiformes , RGTC , Band— 1, Weisbaden : 1977

,P.186.

Owen,D.,'URU-sagrig ( iri-sagrig, Al-Saraki Sar-rakum ',
RAL,Band,XIV,Berlin:2014,p.546.

Owen, D. I. , "Cuneiform Texts Primarily From Iri-sagrig/Al-

Sarraki and The History Of The Ur Il Period" , NISABA, vol.15
, (Maryland:2013),p.34ff.

U7l 6 3700: 5 gurus u4 10 ([+13?)-Se], kar Ummak i-ta, Iri-
<sag>-rig7 k i-[Se], ma gid—da ma diri! (Sl)-ga, Se ma-a si-
ga, ugula Gu-TAR, kisib A-ra—gul 0 . SS 2/xii. Seal: Ur -
Suen, dub-sar, dumu Ur-gi8[gigir], a-[tam].

BPOA 2 2390 : 20 la 1 guru$ ud 4-3e, Iri-sag-rig; “ —ta,
Umma® —-8e ma-lal-a gi ke-ra!? (‘da”), ki Ur -Ej—e—-ta , giri
Lugal-iti-da. S 34/i. Seal: Lugal-ti-da,dumu Giri-ne, aga-us
ensi.

BPOA 1 1418 (collated): 6 gurus u4 35-Se, ma-lal-a gi Iri-
sag-rig; ki—ta, a-ra;—am im-deg, ugula Lu—déaraz, giri Unken—
ne . SS 2/xii. Seal: [Unken] —ne , [dub] — sar , [dumu] Ur-gi$
gigir .

BPOA 1 1785 (collated): 12 guru$ uy 35-8e, ma-lal-a Iri-sag-

rig; “-ta, Nibru“ —8e a-ra,—kam ib—gid, ugula Lugal-‘lstaran,

YAA

AY VA - Gilia - (10) amd) JEY g el A il ja At




oapalll g b Aul ) (Sl ) SRl A e guad) Aiaal) pga

kisib Lugal-iti-da. SS 2. Seal: Lugal-iti-da,dumu Giri-ne, aga-

us ensi,.

36) Steinkeller 2001: p.78.
37) 73.2.0 zi gur lugal , $a-bi - ta, 6.0.0 gur Lugal-EZEMxX-k i —

38
39
40
41
42

)
)
)
)
)

e, 30.0.0 gur Ulu—di , mu dNanna—ki—ag—(ée), 11.0.0 gur 15—
pu—-ga-ru,5.0.0 gur Su-UK?.NI, 5.0.0 gur Ur-mes, 8.2.0
gure—dub-ba-3e, Lu-°Nanna dub-sar, (0.1.0 Seba ma-gid—e-
ne, Lugal-i-ti, 0.3.4 kar—ta, giri AN.GAR Ur —-mes Su ba-ti ,
0.1.5 gur kar - ta, giri Im—-ma-si, Ur-mes Su ba-ti, eren, Suku
ma bala, 0.4.0 a lu hug-ga, rev. (...) / (...)—b i-Ma—ma—-3e?
(‘for trips between E-... and the bank of the Tabbimama
canal’), 3 ma 0.0.1-ta u 4 1-kam, uy 10-Se zi-bi 1.0.0 gur,
5 gurus 5 sila,— ta, uy 1-kam uy 10-8e , zi-bi 0.4.1, Iri -
sagrig; ¥ - ta, Sag-da-na-$e , 0.0.3 AN?.GAR, 0.0.3 Ur-
dNin—gublaga?, 0.0.3 En—um—-i —-1i, 0.0.3 NE.NIx—x, 3 sila a
lu hug-ga zi (IL?), kar—(ra?), Su-nigin, 71.0.4 3 sila, zi gur
(lugal), zi-ga—am,la— i 2.1.17 sila, gur , nig-kas; AK Kab—-DU-
a SU.DU8?.(A?), zi “Nanna-ki-ag. S 40/i.

Molina , M.E., Madrid conference,p.63.

Wilcke, C.,Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie,Band,62,pp.55-59.
Steinkeller, P.2001,pp.33,51.

Sauren,H.,1966, p.26.

Owen, D. I.,, NISABA, vol.15 ,Text,No.1036.
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43) Steinkeller 2001: 62-63.

44) BPOA 1 1045: 4 guru$ uy 15-3e , A-piy —sal,~ta, Nibru"-3e

ma zi KAL gid—da, i; Amar-“Suen-ni-tum-a ma bala AK, u

A-piy —sal;-8e, ma su gur-ra, bala ensi, Adab -3e, kisib

Gu-du—du, ugula Lu-°8ara,. $S 3. Seal: Inim- %Sara,, dub-

sar, dumu Da-da-ga.

A

ummes

R 1
“E (Tell Dlehim)

>abrum
S| (Tell al-Wilayah)

Fig. 2. Tentative reconstruction of the round trip from

Umma to Irisagrig, based on Steinkeller 2001: 40, Map 1.
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Fig. 3. General view of the study area.
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Fig. 4. Sites illegaly excavated in the area of Irisagrig.
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Fig. 5. Site Adams no. 1032. June 15, 2003.
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Fig. 6. Site Adams no. 1032. August 13, 2009.
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Fig. 7. Site Adams no. 1056. June 15, 2003.
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Fig. &.. Site Adams no. [071. June 10, 2003.
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Fig. 10. Site Adams no. 1071. August 13, 2009.
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