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Abstract
This research examines the impact of criminal judgments and
decisions on the requirement of good reputation and conduct for

candidates seeking membership in the Iraqi Council of
Representatives and local councils. The study is based on Iraqi
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constitutional and legal texts, particularly the 2005 Iraqi
Constitution and the amended Council of Representatives
Elections Law No. (45) of 2013, with a focus on the legislative
development of the requirement of good reputation and conduct
and its subsequent repeal. The research highlights the distinction
adopted by the Iraqi legislator between criminal convictions for
crimes involving moral turpitude and those that do not, and
analyzes the legal and social effects of different forms of
criminal rulings, including conviction, acquittal, release
decisions, and rulings covered by general or special amnesty,
and their reflection on the candidate’s reputation.

The study adopts a comparative analytical approach to examine
the nature of criminal judgments and decisions, the concept of
good reputation and conduct, and the impact of various criminal
rulings on electoral eligibility. It concludes that the repeal of the
explicit statutory provision on good reputation and conduct does
not eliminate it entirely, as it remains an implicit and
fundamental requirement for representing the people and holding
public office according to judicial practice and constitutional
jurisprudence.

The study recommends explicitly stipulating the conditions for
candidacy in the Iraqi Constitution, including the requirement of
good reputation and conduct, and calls on the Independent High
Electoral Commission to adopt stricter standards to safeguard
public trust and the integrity of parliamentary representation.
Keywords: Criminal Judgments, Good Reputation and Conduct,
Parliamentary Candidacy, Crimes Involving Moral Turpitude,

Electoral Eligibility.
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