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Abstract
This research addresses the crime of displaying indecent or obscene content

to the public via digital media, considered one of the most serious emerging
crimes resulting from technological advancements and the proliferation of
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social media platforms. This crime constitutes a direct assault on moral values
and public decency, particularly in conservative societies. The research stems
from a fundamental problem: the absence of specific Iraqi legislation
regulating cybercrimes. This has led the judiciary to resort to applying
traditional provisions of the Penal Code, particularly Article 403, to acts
committed in a digital environment that differs in nature and impact from the
traditional environment. The research employs an analytical and comparative
approach, examining the position of Iraqi legislation and comparing it with
the legislation of the UAE and Qatar, which have dedicated specific
provisions to criminalizing this behavior and have prescribed stricter
penalties, especially when the content is directed at children. The research
concluded that the crime of displaying indecent content via digital media is
considered a crime of endangerment that is established by mere conduct,
without requiring actual harm, provided that digital publicity and criminal
intent are present. Furthermore, the current Iraqi penal code is insufficient to
achieve general and specific deterrence, necessitating urgent legislative
intervention through the enactment of a specific cybercrime law that keeps
pace with technological advancements and protects the moral values and
public decency of society.

Keywords:

Displaying indecent content, public morals, cybercrime, digital media, digital
publicity
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