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Contractual Liability for Breach of Environmental

Obligations in Light of Sustainable Development
Goals
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Abstract: ) )
This research addresses the issue of contractual liability for breach

of environmental obligations in comparative law, examining the
legal systems of Iraq, Egypt, France, and England. The study is



divided into three main chapters: the first explores the legal and
conceptual framework of environmental contractual obligations,
distinguishing them from other forms of responsibility; the second
analyzes the elements of contractual liability (fault, damage, and
causation) with particular emphasis on the unique characteristics of
environmental damage; and the third examines the remedies
available for breach, including specific performance, monetary
compensation, andothercontractualsanctions. The research
reveals that traditional contractual liability rules, while flexible, are
insufficient to provide comprehensive protection for environmental
obligations due to the unique nature of environmental damage
(dispersed, indirect, and long-term effects). The study highlights
the importance of legislative specialization in this field, as
demonstrated by the French Civil Code's recognition of "pure
environmental damage." The research also emphasizes the
creative role of courts in developing and adapting legal principles
to address environmental concerns, particularly through the
adoption of probabilistic causation standards and expanded
interpretations of contractualduties. A key finding is that while
monetary compensation remains important, specific performance
(restoration) should be the primary remedy for environmental
damage, as it achieves genuine reparation rather than merely
compensating the injured party. The research concludes with
recommendations for legislative reform in Iraq and Egypt, guidance
for judges in comparative jurisdictions, and suggestions for future
research on emerging environmental liability issues.
Keywords:
Environmental Liability, Contractual Obligation, Environmental
Damage, Specific Performance, Comparative Law, Causation,
Remedies, Sustainable Development, Environmental Protection,
Civil Responsibility.
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