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The Historical Roots of Libraries and Their Roles in Arab Islamic
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Abstract

Libraries were and still are the source of science and knowledge in schools,
universities and science houses. Therefore, it is a must to briefly display Libraries’
history and their cultural roles for what they were all along the ages generally and all
along the Islamic era specifically. To show this matter, it was important to highlight
the role of the book in knowledge creation of the Arabs Muslims and it is
participation to recover their cultural status and location as well as how the libraries
have played a role in building the scientific culture in the Arab human through
history and in saving heritage and ancient sciences since they were the source from
which all the subsequent civilizations have taken .

There were a lot of varieties of these libraries: some of them were public,
some were private and others were as mortmain. They were all under basics and
cultural laws and rules in their management, in the management of their affairs and
in saving their important scientific and literary wealth .

The mortmain has played an important role and has participated in
supporting and facilitating the education operation in the Muslim societies. So, the
libraries in general and the mortmain libraries in specific were considered as one of
the most important supports of civilization. They save and maintain the treasures of
knowledge. They organize them and open their doors to everybody. They give an
honest image of Muslims’ interest in thought, science and scientists .

The mortmain libraries used to reflect Muslims’ love to science, their
keenness on spreading this love among people and their appreciation to the scientists
and the students. Thanks to this love planted by Islam into the Muslims, the people
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became interested in mortmain books, and in founding public and private libraries,
and mortmain libraries and books have became one of the feats of Islamic
civilization and its exploits that it exceeded with them all other civilizations.
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