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Abstract  

This research examines the "Politics of Kingship" (Siyasat al-Mulk) through the lens of the 
book Al-Iqd al-Farid (The Unique Necklace) by Ibn Abd Rabbih al-Andalusi (d. 328 AH / 939 
AD). This work is considered one of the most renowned encyclopedic texts, encompassing 
various arts and sciences, including literature, history, politics, and art, among other fields of 
knowledge. The book is an indispensable resource for anyone studying the politics of 
monarchy and governance. Ibn Abd Rabbih’s scholarly personality is evident in his curation of 
critical texts related to statecraft. The author selected profound passages to illustrate these 
concepts, such as the commandment of Caliph Umar bin al-Khattab to his governor, Abu 
Musa al-Ash’ari, as well as the testaments and sayings of Caliph Abd al-Malik bin Marwan 
addressed to his son, al-Walid. Regarding the management of state affairs, the reader finds 
that Ibn Abd Rabbih emphasized good governance, effective administration, and the 
procedures a monarch must follow to lead the country toward safety, in alignment with both 
established customs and divine laws. Furthermore, the research highlights Shura 
(consultation) as an authentic Islamic system derived by Ibn Abd Rabbih from the Holy Qur’an 
and the Sunnah of the Prophet. This demonstrates what he considered a fundamental 
principle of Islamic governance. The research underscores that Muslims preceded modern 
democratic systems in recognizing the necessity of communal consensus in choosing a leader 
to manage public interests and affairs. This confirms the value and efficacy of this vital 
principle in the Islamic tradition. Additionally, the study addresses the principles of Obedience 
and Justice, which are essential foundations for state administration according to the tolerant 
Islamic Sharia. 
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