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Towards a Legal Framework for University Legal Clinics in Iraq
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Abstract in English
This research highlights the urgent need for a clear legal framework to regulate
university legal clinics in Iraq. These clinics play a crucial role in enhancing
practical legal education and providing free legal aid to underprivileged
groups. The study addresses the lack of legislation governing these clinics,
leading to legal and administrative challenges that affect their efficiency and

effectiveness.

The research draws on comparative legal experiences, particularly from

countries that have successfully integrated legal clinics into their academic
curricula, such as the United States and the United Kingdom. It examines
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legislative barriers, including the absence of clear legal provisions defining
clinic responsibilities, as well as administrative and financial obstacles, such as
weak university support and lack of funding . To address these issues, the
study proposes a draft law to regulate university legal clinics. This law
includes precise definitions, a clear administrative structure, supervision and
oversight mechanisms, and defined rights and responsibilities for clinic
participants. It also establishes performance evaluation criteria to ensure the
quality of legal services provided. The study concludes that establishing a
comprehensive legal framework for university legal clinics will enhance the
quality of legal education, improve students' practical skills, and promote
social justice by offering free legal consultations. Legislative intervention is
necessary to implement this framework effectively.
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