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Abstract

According to an extremely complex international circumstances, Germany,
after lengthy negotiations, was able to sign a non—aggression pact with the
Soviet Union in August 23, 1939. This decision surprised Germany's allies
even more than it did Britain and France. Consequently, the Italian
government's position on the German—Soviet rapprochement crystallized,
and it expressed its rejection, declaring its adherence to the alliance with
Germany within the Axis Powers Alliance.

In light of this, the ltalian position witnessed two stages, the first which was
when Benito Mussolini (1883 — 1945) (1922 — 1943) called for neutrality

between September 1929 and June 1940, and was characterised by a
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complete refusal to form an alliance with the Soviet Union despite German
pressure . The second phase was between June 1940 and June 1941,
when ltaly entered the war on June 22, 1942, as a party to it. This stage
was characterized by a kind of understanding and rapprochement with the
Soviet Union, especially with regard to the division of spheres of influence
in the Danube and Balkans region . Italy and Germany were keen to
prevent the Soviet Union from expanding into this region and to protect the
Balkan countries from its ambitions.
In light of all this, it was necessary to divide the research into an
introduction, three topics, and a conclusion. The first topic dealt with the
development of Italian-German relations (1936-1939), while the second
topic reviewed ltaly’s position on the Soviet attack on Finland. The third
topic dealt with the political agreement between Italy and the Soviet Union
from June 1940 to June 1941, while the conclusion included the most
important results reached by the research.
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