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Geopolitical Factors Influencing the Widening Food Gap of Wheat in the
Arab World
Dr. Nadher Ahmed Hilal Al-Obaidi
College of Education for Human Sciences - Kirkuk University
ABSTRACT

The research problem lies in the food gap of wheat in the Arab world.
represented by the fact that consumption exceeds production that is. more wheat
is consumed than produced. The dependence on external sources to cover the
wheat deficit has reached 100% in Bahrain. the United Arab Emirates. Kuwait.
Djibouti. and the Comoros. The Gulf countries are among the Arab states that
suffer the most from a wheat food gap. The least dependent countries on
external sources are Syria. Irag. and Egypt. with less than 50% reliance on
Imports. These countries are qualified to achieve self-sufficiency were it not for
the geopolitical changes that have negatively affected them. After 2010. the
dependence of Arab countries on external sources to cover the wheat deficit
increased due to a set of geopolitical variables. including the instability
associated with the so-called Arab Spring uprisings. the emergence of Al-Qaeda
and ISIS terrorist organizations. civil wars. and the partition of Sudan. This has
negatively impacted rural-to-urban migration. led to the emergence of water
scarcity. climate change challenges. and the absence of effective agricultural
policies and government support for the agricultural sector.

Keywords: International powers — Geopolitics — Food gap — Self-sufficiency —
External dependence
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