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A Treatise on Handshaking for Muhammad ibn Bir “Ali ibn Iskandar al-Birkawi,

Muhyi al-Din al-Rumi al-Hanafi (d. 981 AH)
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Abstract

Keywords: In this treatise, Imam al-Barkawi addresses the ruling o handshakingin Islamiclaw,
affirmingits permissibility when a Muslim greets his brother. He cites the hadith thatlinks
forgivenesstohandshaking upon meeting consideringitanintegral part of the greeting.
The author asserts that singling out specifictimes for handshaking, such as after the five
daily prayers, Friday prayers, and the two Eid prayers, is not sanctioned by Islamiclaw and
therefore unacceptable Legally, this falls underthe category of innovations (bid'ah). The
author quotesscholars fromthe three schools of thought —Hanafi, Shafi'i, and Maliki —
who explicitly state that this handshake is disliked and considered aninnovation, since the
Companionsdid not practice it. The author also discusses the words of Imam al -Nawawi
(may Allah have mercy on him), demonstrating that he acknowledges its impermissibility
eventhough he saysthere is nothingwrongwithit. The text concludes thatit is obligatory
to follow the Sunnah and abandon innovations and awarning against the occurrence of
persistence in morning ordisliked actsifitleads to believingthem to be obligatory Sunnah,

especiallyamongthe general public.
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