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Keywords: social reality of Egypt, making his novels a sincere expression of the concerns of
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Prison literature both the individual and society.

Symbolism and liberation The novel revolves around the character of "Sharaf," a simple young man who
Hope and struggle . . . . . . . .
sanallah tbrahim finds himself involved in a murder, turning the prison into a space through which
Correspondence: the author reveals the constraints of society itself. The novel carries freedom as its
Noor Adel Muhammad Hamid central theme, transcending the individual to touch society as a whole, raising a

nooradel0091@gmail.com

fundamental question: how can freedom be achieved in a world overflowing with
restrictions? The prison reflects a transformative phase for Sharaf, as he is forced
to confront himself and contemplate the meaning of true freedom. The novel
highlights that depriving an individual of the freedom to think and express leads to
the destruction of the self, despite his psychological resistance to the oppression
imposed upon him.

On the collective level, Ibrahim portrays the prisoners as a diverse group
suffering from the corruption of the judicial and political system, affirming that the
absence of justice hinders the achievement of collective freedom, and that the
shared struggle against corruption is a prerequisite for the liberation of both the
individual and society.

Among the novel's most notable features is its documentary style, where the
author employs real documents and reports that lend credibility to the narrative and
expose the contradiction between official discourse and the reality of prisoners.
Alongside this, symbolism is powerfully present: the prison symbolizes oppression,
while darkness, locks, and walls embody helplessness. These are countered by
images of liberation, such as soaring birds and open skies that signify hope. The
prison itself transforms into a living entity that exerts psychological pressure, yet
amidst this oppression, freedom emerges as an indelible human dream, embodied
in the prisoners' dreams and conversations about a better life.
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In conclusion, "Sharaf" is not merely a prison tale, but a testimony to the human
struggle for freedom. It connects the individual and society in their fight against
injustice, affirming that freedom is a human right that restores dignity and grants
the capacity for change.
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