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The transformations of the sacred and the profane in the

novel 'Shaheed (Kash Watan): A Socio-Cultural Study
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Assistant Professor Dr. Raad Huwair Sweilem
University of Maysan / College of Basic Education

Abstract:

The novel (Kash Watan) raises the problematic interplay between the
sacred and the profane within a turbulent social context, where images of
moral collapse emerge and religious and political symbols are transformed
into instruments of conflict and identity formation. The central issue lies in
understanding how the notions of the sacred and the profane shift
throughout the narrative in response to contemporary social, political, and
cultural transformations in Irag. The novel traces these contradictory
transformations—reflecting a familiar current of pragmatic thought—
through a form of cultural excavation that probes the complex and
intertwined cultural structures surrounding the sacred as an inviolable
supreme value. Creative writing, in both its psychological and intellectual
dimensions, constitutes a dynamic interplay of dense and conflicting
questions and imaginings that the author tames and shapes into purposeful
artistic and intellectual expression. Through this process, the narrative
seeks to enrich human consciousness with new insights, experiences, and
aesthetic dimensions that challenge the boundaries of what is conventional
and familiar within the text. The novel thus stands as one of the literary
forms in which these dual dimensions are most prominently manifested.
Keywords: sacred, profane, narrative, transformations, social, cultural.
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