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Abstract

The title is considered one of the important topics to which the writer has given
great attention, due to its significance in demonstrating the short story writer’s
ability to achieve cohesion, harmony, and consistency between the body of the
text and its titles—especially in very short stories. This genre is characterized by
its particular mode of presentation, condensation, and brevity, which also
requires precision in the title. In some cases, the title achieves
comprehensiveness in conveying the meaning of the text and reveals the
complete unity of the structure of the short story collection, particularly in the
works of our writer Mahmoud Shugqair.Thus, the title has become an important
threshold of the text, and many critical studies have been devoted to it, most
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notably Gérard Genette’s study on paratexts, followed by Western and Arab
studies on titling. In the very short story, the title represents an essential and
condensed threshold that functions as an interpretive key and an evocative flash
preceding the act of reading. It encapsulates narrative worlds and often carries
symbolic, suggestive, or even paradoxical meanings in relation to the text,
aiming to attract the reader and arouse curiosity, thereby making them a partner
in producing meaning. In this study, we provide an introduction to this literary
genre, in addition to discussing its aesthetics, features, and pillars. The research
is divided into two sections: the first addresses the title—its significance, types,
and functions; and the second examines titling and its connotations in the
collection “Rituals of the Mischievous Woman” by Mahmoud Shugqair.
Keywords: Titling, Very Short Story, Woman, Signification, Suggestion,
Threshold.
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