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Abstract:

This study examines the political and
intellectual transformations that the
English colonies in North America
experienced between 1700 and 1776,
a foundational phase that contributed
to shaping the early structure of the
modern American political system.
The study relied on an analytical
historical approach, tracing political,
economic, and social developments
and analyzing the legal texts and
political literature that accompanied
that period.

The study concluded that the
colonies began in the early
eighteenth century with a degree of
self-government  through elected
legislative assemblies, establishing
early traditions of representative
government. Geographical,
economic, and intellectual factors,
particularly the influence of the
European Enlightenment, helped
develop an advanced political
awareness among the colonists. In
the mid-eighteenth century, the
Seven Years' War (1754-1763)
represented a turning point. The high
costs prompted Britain to impose
new tax and legislative laws, leading
to a direct confrontation under the
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slogan  "No taxation  without
representation"”.

The research also highlighted that
successive crises, such as the Tariff
Acts, the Boston Massacre, the Tea
Party, and the Coercive Acts,
deepened the shared political
identity among the colonies and led
to the First and Second Continental
Congresses, which paved the way
for the declaration of revolution.
Political literature, most notably
Thomas Paine's Common Sense,
played a prominent role in
transforming reform demands into
an independence project.

The research ultimately concluded
that the Declaration of Independence
in 1776 was not a passing event, but
rather the culmination of a long
process of intellectual and political
transformations that established the
principles of liberty, popular
sovereignty, and equality—
principles that formed the foundation
of the American Constitution and
modern political institutions.
Keywords: English colonies, North
America, Seven Years' War,
American Revolution, taxes,
Declaration of Independence.
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