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The Role of Scholars in the Abbasid Administration and Their Impact on
the Relationship between Political Authority and the Shari‘a
Assistant Professor Dr. Jumaa Abdullah Yassin Al-Bayati
University of Kirkuk / College of Education for Humanities / Department of
History
Abstract

This study examines the role of scholars in assuming administrative positions
during the Abbasid era and analyzes the nature of the relationship that developed
between them and the caliphs as an interaction between authority and knowledge
within the framework of the Islamic state. The research aims to highlight the
extent of scholars’ contributions to state administration, particularly in positions
such as judiciary, hisbah, vizierate, chancery, and bureaucratic offices, as well as
to explore the reciprocal influence between political and scholarly institutions. The
study adopts a historical-analytical methodology through the examination and
comparative analysis of historical narratives to reveal the political and intellectual
dimensions of this relationship and its impact on administrative stability,
decision-making processes, and public guidance. The findings indicate that
scholars were not merely executive figures within the administrative apparatus;
rather, they constituted a source of intellectual and religious legitimacy that either
reinforced state authority or, at times, acted as a corrective force. The relationship
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between scholars and caliphs varied between cooperation, mutual influence, and
occasional tension depending on prevailing political and intellectual
circumstances.The study concludes that the presence of scholars within Abbasid
state institutions represented a significant manifestation of the civilizational
interaction between power and knowledge and contributed substantially to
shaping the administrative and intellectual structure of the state.

Keywords: Scholars, Abbasid Era, Administrative Positions, Judiciary, Vizierate,
Authority and Knowledge, Political Legitimacy, Bureaucracy.
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