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General Mallet and His Political and Military Role in France (1804-1812)
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Specialization: Modern History
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Abstract:

The research discusses the character of General Malet and his political and
military role in France, as well as his attempt to overthrow the rule of Napoleon in
1812. Malet took advantage of Napoleon’s absence from France during his military
campaign in Russia to plan a coup aimed at restoring the republican system. His
plan relied on providing forged documents from the Senate announcing
Napoleon’s death and the abolition of the imperial government. At dawn on
October 22, 1812, Malet managed to take control of some military units and
release a number of officers and political prisoners. At first, the coup plotters
succeeded in arresting some officials and seizing important positions in Paris,
benefiting from the element of surprise. However, the discovery that the
documents were forged and the resistance of some officials led to Malet’s arrest
and the failure of the coup only a few hours after it had begun. The attempt ended
with the trial of the conspirators and the execution of Malet and several of his
supporters.
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