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Morphological guidance for Qur’anic readings in AlI-Mumti’ fi al-Tasrif by
Ibn Asfur (d. 669 AH)

A.L. Egbal Saaed Mohsen
Abstract:

This research examines the morphological approach to Quranic readings as
presented by Ibn Asfur in his book, *Al-Mumti' fi al-Tasrif* (The Delightful Book
on Morphology). It focuses on how Ibn Asfur demonstrates the various
morphological forms of Quranic words and their impact on pronunciation and
meaning. The study reveals that Ibn Asfur did not merely present traditional
morphological rules, but also offered a meticulous analysis of how words are
grammatically analyzed according to the transmitted reading, taking into account
the variations in vowels and consonants within the Quranic context. The study
highlights that Ibn Asfur's morphological approach achieves three main
objectives: establishing the accuracy of the reading, enabling the reader to
pronounce the word correctly according to the transmitted text; clarifying the
linguistic meaning by highlighting morphological changes that may affect its
significance; and standardizing learning methods by providing general guidelines
for guiding readers and students, thus facilitating memorization and correct
recitation. The findings also indicate that Ibn Asfur's morphological approach
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combines scientific rigor in morphology with attention to the specificities of
Quranic readings, making it an important resource for researchers in Quranic
readings and Arabic linguistics. This research relied on analyzing the text of the
book and comparing different readings, extracting the morphological patterns
highlighted by the author and how he directed them to the readers.

Keywords: Morphological guidance, Quranic readings, Al-Mumti' fi al-Tasrif,

Ibn 'Asfur, Arabic morphology.
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