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The Contractual System in Sufism and Its Textual References (An
Analytical Study)
Dr. Hazem Abbas Numan
hazema.almalky@uokufa.edu.ig

Abstract

This research examines the complex relationship between the Qur'anic text and
the doctrinal system within Sufi tradition. It does so by tracing the methods
Sufis adopted in interpreting and utilizing the text to construct their doctrinal
principles, followed by an objective discussion of these methods. The research
delves into a central question: How did Sufis construct their doctrinal system
based on the text, and what is this system's stance on the apparent meanings of
the text and the established objectives of Islamic law? Several points emerge
from this research, including that the relationship between text and doctrine in
Sufism is interactive and reciprocal. The role of the text is not limited to being a
source of interpretation, but rather it becomes a constantly evolving tool,
reformulated according to Sufi mystical experience. However, this interaction,
along with the attempt to establish its semantic foundations, somewhat lacks the
rigorous methodological controls necessary for doctrinal certainty. This makes
the Sufi doctrinal system susceptible to subjectivity and fraught with the risk of
deviation, due to its divergence from the apparent meanings of the texts and the
established objectives of Islamic law.

Keywords: Islamic doctrine, Sufi interpretation, esoteric theory, Qur'anic text,
divine attributes, good and evil.
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