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University of Dhi Qar / College of Arts / Department of Arabic Language
Abstract

The importance of this topic stems from the semantic relationship between the
Qur'anic context, as an aesthetic dimension that lends a prominent aesthetic
connotation, revealing its miraculous aspect, and semantic cohesion, as an
important framework for understanding the interconnectedness of texts. The
relationship between them is evident from the importance of the textual context as
having an aesthetic character, and semantic cohesion as a framework with a
linguistic semantic character that highlights this aesthetic expression in its
coherence and harmony. The focus of semantic cohesion in the Qur'anic textual
context is on revealing the cohesion of the textual structure in the Holy Qur'an and
proving the interconnectedness of its texts on the vertical level between one text
and another, and on the horizontal level between its surahs and verses.
Furthermore, the scarcity of studies concerning coherence and harmony within the
Qur'anic context, particularly in Qur'anic imagery, is another primary reason for
choosing this topic. This is in addition to the complexities of coherence in the
Qur'anic text and the metaphorical nature of its expression, on which scholars have
offered numerous opinions ranging from agreement to disagreement. All of this
prompted an exploration of the topic and the presentation of views that define its
foundations in general, and highlight coherence in its various forms in particular.
Through the problem posed by this research, a series of questions were posed:
What are the characteristics of textual coherence in the Quranic context,
specifically in Qur'anic imagery? Does this have a distinctive advantage over other
forms of Qur'anic expression? Do the forms of textual coherence in Qur'anic
Imagery vary according to the diversity of themes within the Qur'anic text? Have
both classical and modern scholars been aware of the characteristics of coherence
in Qur'anic imagery? And do these linguistic dimensions, stemming from
coherence within the imagery system—a system that promotes continuity and
renewal in the presentation of the text—have an impact on revealing the linguistic
miracle of the Qur'anic text when compared to literal expression in its performance
of these textual functions? The answer to these questions is the intended goal of
this research, aiming to reveal the semantic distinction between literal and
figurative/pictorial expressions in creating textual cohesion. It also seeks to
highlight the overlooked aspects of the pictorial system that have not been
thoroughly researched, as well as to elucidate the linguistic dimensions that reveal
the miraculous nature of the Holy Quranic text. The research has benefited from
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both ancient and modern studies, ranging from general linguistic studies to
rhetorical and semantic studies, which form the foundation of the research.
Furthermore, it draws upon grammatical studies and their significant impact on
clarifying cohesion at both the syntactic and textual levels. The sources used in this
research corpus are distinguished from one another. Some studies focus on the
syntactic aspects of the pictorial structure, considering it the origin of metaphor
and rhetorical devices such as simile, while others address the aesthetic aspect.
Still others, such as Dr. Misbah Al-Daya's book (Aesthetic Structures in the
Quranic Text), serve as the foundation for studying Quranic scenes from this
perspective. Other studies that the research relied upon from a specific perspective
include Dr. Mahmoud Al-Bustani's structural interpretation. The research primarily
relied on linguistic and exegetical studies, specifically lbn Ashur's Tafsir al-Tahrir
wa al-Tanwir, which enriched the research with the semantic aspect due to its
fundamental reliance on semantic structure in interpretation. Among the
commentaries that adopted the structural aspect of the text are Fakhr al-Razi's
Mafatih al-Ghayb and Dr. Mahmoud Al-Bustani's structural interpretation. These
studies focused on the analytical aspect, elucidating the aesthetics of Qur'anic
expression and its connotations within the text. In explaining cohesion, the study
relied on relevant modern studies, including Ahmed Afifi's Text Grammar, Dr.
Azza Shibl Muhammad's Text Linguistics, Dr. Subhi lbrahim Al-Faqgi's Text
Linguistics, De Beaugrande's Text, Discourse, and Procedure, Muhammad
Khattabi's Text Linguistics, and many other studies that enriched the research with
thematic and linguistic aspects.

Keywords: Semantic cohesion, Qur'anic text context, Surah Al-Qamar
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