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Abstract:
The history of reading literary texts has passed through sev—
eral stages and phases. The first was «Traditional Reading) at
the hands of early critics, whose focus was centered on the au—
thor of the text and the meaning they intended. This theory
persisted for a long time, reaching the twentieth century, until
the emergence of critical schools that proposed the «Death of

¢ the Author» and the transfer of authority and centrality to the
\Y\ text, particularly through the Structuralists. Then came the
/' third phase, «Cultural Reading,» where reading became de—
% " pendent on the recipients expectations thanks to the efforts

of the Modernists. Thus, its scope expanded; it did not stop
at the structure of the text as the Structuralists did, nor at the
recipients interpretation as the modernists desired. Instead,
these elements were gathered under the designation of Cul-
tural Elements. Arabic poetry is considered a fertile field for
observing these implicit cultural patterns that appear hidden
by aesthetic, artistic, and rhetorical features. Cultural Criticism
is a form of criticism that transcends Structuralism and Post—
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Modernist approaches. As previously indicated, it does not
operate in isolation within the critical process. Rather, it ben—
efits from various analytical methodologies. It does not treat
aesthetic and artistic texts and discourses merely as aesthetic
symbols and formal metaphors; instead, it treats them as im-—
plicit cultural patterns that reflect a set of historical, political, ,
and social-cultural contexts. Therefore, it aims not only for |
the aesthetic and literary reading of the text, but also to trace it |
back to the cultural patterns intertwined in its production. This ¢
is because the text is a cultural phenomenon encompassing a
set of contexts included in its deep structure, and literary and
aesthetic reading alone cannot reveal the significance of these
contexts. Here, the importance of the Cultural Pattern and text
production becomes evident, as Cultural Criticism deals with
the text as a (pattern—carrier,» and this pattern is what must be
revealed through the medium of the text. This critical review
approaches an aspect of the concept of the «Pattern,» which
holds vital importance regarding the intersection of this term
with a number of other concepts, such as the Death of the Au—
thor, Structure, and Context.

Keywords: Cultural Pattern, Artistic Pattern, Death of the Au—
thor, Cultural Reading, Cultural Criticism.
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Baghdad / Bab Al-Muadham
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07739183761
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