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Critical issues between tradition and modernity 

Abstract 

This concise study addresses a selection of issues that have long engaged the attention of 
scholars, writers, and thinkers throughout history, and more specifically in our contemporary 
era. These topics have been the subject of extensive debate, critique, and analysis by various 
intellectuals—some in support, others in opposition. The research explores questions of poetic 
renewal and the emergence of modernist influences in Arabic poetry, particularly those shaped 
by Western literary movements. It further examines the perspectives of prominent Arab 
scholars on these transformations, offering a balanced presentation of both supporting and 
dissenting views. One key issue addressed is the controversial classification of prose poetry as 
"poetry." Some scholars argue that, due to its lack of metrical structure and rhyme, it cannot 
legitimately be classified as such. This point, among others, is critically examined throughout 
the study. The research comprises twelve thematic sections. While limitations in time and the 
vastness of the subject matter posed challenges, we have endeavored to present a focused and 
meaningful exploration. We hope this work meets academic expectations and contributes 
thoughtfully to ongoing discussions in the field. 
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