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The Coptic women's elite and its social impact in Egypt
Iris Habib Al-Masry (1910-1994) is an example.
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Abstract :

The study aimed to shed light on the elite
Coptic women, know their social impact in
Egypt, learn about the role that this elite
played in various fields, the reasons that
helped in their emergence, and the most
prominent roles they played in the field of
education, journalism, and associations. In
the early twentieth century, elite women
sought to take up work. Social care
through  volunteer work and the
establishment of Coptic  charitable
societies, which were limited to a small
number of educated women and society
ladies only, and how it became one of the
most important pillars of Coptic society at
a time when the Church was considered the
main reference for the Copts, and this in
turn led to the emergence of a number of
Coptic female figures, including The most
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prominent of which is Iris Habib Al-
Masry, whom we will learn about the
environment in which she grew up and the
extent of her family’s influence on that
upbringing and her academic and practical
career. She was the first Coptic woman to
write about twenty centuries of the history
of the Coptic Orthodox Church, that is,
since the entry of Christianity into Egypt,
which left a clear impact on the history of
the Coptic Church in particular and the
history of Egypt in general had a clear
imprint in teaching the history of
Christianity, and from this standpoint came
the choice of the study entitled (The Coptic
Women’s Elite and Its Social Impact in
Egypt, Iris Habib Al-Masry as a Model).
Keywords: Copts, Coptic Orthodox
Church, Coptic women, Coptic
associations.
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17- Simeon the Syrian, Famous Copts in
the Twentieth Century, Volume 5, Creative
Press Press, Jordan, 2002 .

18-Aziz Sorial Attia, History of Eastern
Christianity, translated by Ishag Obeid,
Supreme Council of Culture, Cairo, 2005.
19- Ali  Al-Din  Al-Hilali, The
Parliamentary Era in  Egypt from
Ascension to  Collapse  1923-1952,
Egyptian-Lebanese House, Cairo, 2011.
20- Ali Al-Muhaftah, Intellectual Trends
among the Arabs in the Renaissance
(1798-1914 AD), Religious, Political and
Social Scientific Trends, Al-Ahlia for
Publishing and Distribution, Beirut, 1987
AD.

21-Fayez Farah, Egyptian Personalities and
Modern Ideas, Dar Al-Shaab, Cairo, 1998.
22-Faraj Tawqig Zakhour, The Story of
the Copts, Gross Bros. Press, Beirut, 1993.
23- Kamal Farid Ishaq, History of the
Coptic  Language, Peter  Printing
Establishment, Cairo, (d.t.).

24- Louay Mahmoud, Ahmed Mansour,
Copts in Egyptian Society Before and
After the Islamic Conquest: Historical-
Applied Archeological Studies,
Bibliotheca  Alexandrina,  Alexandria,
2015.

25- Muhammad Hussein Heikal, The
Autumn of Anger: The Story of the
Beginning and End of the Sadat Era, 10th
Edition, Publications for Distribution and
Publishing, Yabrut, 1985.

26-Mahmoud Fawzy, Pope Kyrillos and
Abdel Nasser, Al-Ahram Foundation for
Publishing and Distribution, Cairo, 1993.
27- Mahmoud Metwally, Hoda Shaarawy,
Pioneer of Women's Work in Egypt,
presented by Ismail Metwally, Cairo, 2009.
28- Mark Semeika Pasha, Guide to the
Coptic Museum and the most important
churches and archaeological monasteries,
Amiri Press, Cairo, 1930.

Archeological Studies, Bibliotheca
Alexandrina, Alexandria, 2015.

4- Edward William Lane, The Modern
Egyptians, translated by Adly Taher Nour,
Al-Resala Press, Cairo, 1950.

5- Ismail Ibrahim, Women's Press in the
Arab World, International House for
Publishing and Distribution, Cairo, 1996.
6- , Elham Revolutionary
Journalists, Egyptian Lebanese House,
Cairo, 1997

Angie Plato, We Are Egyptian Women,
Al-Saada Press, Cairo, 1949, p. 99.7-
8-Antonius Antony, The patriotism of the
Coptic Church and its history from after
the fathers and apostles until the British
Mandate over Egypt since 150-1882, 2nd
edition, (d.m.), (d.t.).

9- Iris Habib Al-Masri, Love is the basis
of all structure, Al-Mahaba Library, Cairo,
1989.

10-Baron  Broadcast, The Women's
Renaissance in Egypt, translated by Lamis
Al-Naqggash, Supreme Council of Culture,
Cairo, 1999.

11- Boulos Bassili, Copts National and
History, 3rd Edition, Nubar Printing
House, Cairo, 1999.

12- Joseph Mamdouh Tawfig, The Life
Story of the Triangle of Mercy Bishop
Michael, Bishop of Assiut and Abbot of
Abu Makar Monastery, (d.m.), 2017.

13- Doria Shafiq, The Egyptian Woman
from the Pharaohs to Today, Egypt Press,
Cairo, 1955.

14- Dora Habib Al-Masri, Iris Habib Al-
Masri, Historian of the Coptic Church
Story, Victor Cyril Press, Cairo, 1996.

15- Riad Sorial, Coptic Society in
Twentieth Century Egypt, Al-Mahaba
Library, Cairo, (d.t.).

16- Zaher Riad, Christians and Egyptian
Nationalism in the Modern Era, Dar Al-
Thagafa, Cairo, (d.t.).
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5- Ali Afifi Ali Ghazi, Coptic Women and
Egyptian  Society Issues 1919-1952,
Historical Research (Journal), Volume I,
Issue 2, Mohamed Boudiaf M'sila
University, June 22, 2017.

6-Nisreen Abdo Mohamed Ali,
Contributions of the Royal Family
Princesses to Social Life, Higher Institute
for Qualitative  Studies (Magazine),
Volume IlI, Issue 4, Cairo, 2003.

7- Nour Galal Abdel Hamid, Excavations
and Archaeological Museums: Science and
Art, A Comprehensive View, 3rd Edition,
Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University,
Cairo, 20009.

Fourth: Magazines

1-Alexis Malone Jesuit, On the Origin and
History of the Coptic Language, Al-
Mashreq (magazine), No. 19, Cairo,
October 1, 1900.

2- Iris Habib Al-Masri, Sunday Schools
(magazine), Tenth Year, Issue 8, Cairo,
October 1, 1956.

3- Zakaria Abdel Sayed, Famous Copts
Through the Ages, Evangelism
(magazine), Forty-ninth Year, No. 7-8,
Cairo, February 26, 2021.

4-Suleiman Nassim, with Habib al-Masri,
Al-lman (magazine), Twenty-ninth year,
Issue 4, Cairo, March, 1960.

5- Unknown  Writer, Mar Girgis
(magazine), ninth year, No. 5, Cairo,
November 1953.

6-Anonymous  Writer, Mar  Girgis
(magazine), Fourteenth Year, No. 10,
December 1962.

7-Kamal Farid Ishag, Coptic Language,
Creativity (magazine), Issue 2, Cairo,
February 1.

8-Muhammad Mahmoud Galal, Mother's
Palace, Al-Resala (magazine), No. 88,
Cairo, March 11, 1935.

29- Mustafa Farraj Al-Akadori, The
Manual of Sohag Geography, Al-
Ashrafin's Library, Sohag, 2020.

30- Maurice Sadek, lawyer, the trial of
Pope Shenouda, Al-Nisr Office, Cairo,
1991.

31-The Angel of Luke, Copts of the
Twentieth  Century, Angelos Library,
Cairo, 2009.

32-Marwa Ali Hussein, Women of the
Alawite Family and their Role in Egyptian
Society, Dar Al-Shorouk, Cairo, 2015.

33- Mai Ziada, Badia Researcher, Hindawi
Foundation for Education and Culture,
Cairo, 2012. 34- Mina Badie Abdel Malik,
Luminous Flags in the History of Egypt,
presented by Ahmed Abdel Fattah, Part 1,
Delta Printing Center, Cairo, 2002..
35-Neamat Ahmed Fouad, The Personality
of Egypt, 5th Edition, Egyptian General
Book Organization, Cairo, 1989.

36- Yacoub Nakhleh Rofila, History of the
Coptic Nation, 2nd Edition, Metrobelle,
Cairo, 2000 AD.

Third: Research and Studies

1- Esraa Tarek Hosni Ali, Coptic Icons in
Egypt and their Utilization in the Field of
Woodwork, Volume 22, Issue 2, Faculty of
Art Education, Helwan University, Cairo,
2022.

2- Asmaa Mohamed Haridi Abdel
Rahman, Tourism Development in Assiut
Governorate (Analytical Study), Scientific
Journal, Issue 75, Faculty of Arts, Assiut
University, July 2020.

3-Ashraf Al-Saeed Mubarak Muhanna,
The Role of the Senate in the Egyptian
Constitutional System, Volume 6, Issue 1,
Faculty of Law at the University of Sadat
City, Cairo, 2020.

4- Hassan Mohamed, The Emergence of
Girls' Education in Egypt, History and
Issues, Ninth Year, No. 3, Faculty of
Education, Ain Shams University, Cairo,
1979.
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9-Morcos Semeika, Coptic Museum,
Excerpt (magazine), No. 3, Cairo, March 1,
1926.

10- Wafaa Wasfi, Contemporaries of Athar
fi Ecclesiastical Life, Rose Al-Youssef
(magazine), Issue 4882, Cairo, January 9,
2022.

Fifth: Newspapers

1- Egyptian Gazette, No. 122, Cairo,
September 1941.

2-Saad Michael Saad <Remembering Iris
el-Masri1910-1994 A historian« politician
and Theologian«watani International<7July
2002.

Sixth: Books of Encyclopedias and
Translations:

1- Samir Fawzi Gerges, Encyclopedia of
the Heritage of the Copts, Volume 4, 1st
Edition, Dar St. John the Beloved for
Publishing, Cairo, 2004.

2- Lamie Al-Mutai'i, Encyclopedia of
Women and Men from Egypt, Dar Al-
Shorouk, Cairo, 1949.

Seventh: Dictionaries:

1-Arthur  Gold Schmidt "The Son",
Dictionary of Translations of Modern
Egypt, translated and investigated by Abd
and Al-Wahab Bakr, Supreme Council of
Culture, Cairo, 2003. A

2-group of authors, Dictionary of Coptic
Translations, Marmina Al-Ajaibi
Association for Coptic Studies,
Alexandria, 1995.

Eighth: Websites
1-:https//www.copts-united.com
2-https://www.brunel.ac.uk
3-https://repository.upnn.edu
4-https://m.marefa .org

5-archive of contem porary Coptic.

6-
https://youtu.be/gogZ2ZKO0ofQU?si=1wInT
AoBYdKpjM_D
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