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The Rhetorical Performance In the Poetry of Dr. Mushtaq Hamid
Asst. Lecturer Mohammed Yasin Hamza
Open Educational College — Al-Diwaniyah Center
Abstract :

This research aims to examine the rhetorical performance in the poetry of Dr.
Mushtaq Hamid, as a modern Iraqi poet who combines academic culture with poetic
experience, a synthesis that is clearly reflected in his poetic language and stylistic
structure. The study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach by analyzing selected
samples of his poems in order to reveal the most prominent rhetorical devices and
their role in shaping meaning and enriching the aesthetic dimension of the text.
The significance of the study lies in the fact that Dr. Mushtaq Hamid’s poetry is
characterized by awareness and balance. He employs devices from ‘Ilm al-Ma‘ant
(the science of meanings), such as foregrounding and postponement, ellipsis,
interrogation, and vocative forms, in a way that serves the semantic context and
enhances emotional impact. ‘Ilm al-Bayan (the science of figurative expression) is
evident in the frequent use of metaphor, metonymy, and simile, which contribute to
portraying the poetic experience and embodying its intellectual and emotional
dimensions. As for ‘Ilm al-Badi" (the science of rhetorical embellishment), it appears
without affectation, through verbal and semantic embellishments that help achieve
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rhythmic harmony and artistic balance within the text. This study addresses the
importance of rhetorical performance and its role in literary works, while shedding
light on a contemporary poet whose poetry keeps pace with modern Arabic poetry.
It also notes that the poet has written in the traditional two-hemistich poem, free
verse, and prose poetry. Dr. Mushtaq Hamid has incorporated a variety of rhetorical
techniques into his poetry without neglect, choosing clear and accessible vocabulary
and presenting ideas in a refined manner. He neither overloaded his poetry with
rhetorical embellishments nor diminished their presence; rather, he selected from the
sciences of rhetoric what reveals the beauty of performance and avoids artificiality—
choosing the closest meanings, the clearest forms of figurative expression, and the
most subtle devices of embellishment. The analysis in this study focuses on his
poetry collection (As’ilat Turammilat / “Widowed Questions”).

Keywords: Mushtag Hamid, Poetic Language, Image Structure, Diversity of
Rhetorical Performance
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