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The Korean Conflict in 1968: The Blue House Raid and the U.S. Position in
Managing Korean Tensions
Lect. Dr. Tahaani Elaibi Gatea
Open Educational College
Abstract

In 1968, the Korean Peninsula witnessed one of the most dangerous incidents of
the Cold War, known as the Blue House Raid, a failed assassination attempt
targeting South Korean President Park Chung-hee. On January 21, 1968, a
special unit of 31 North Korean commandos infiltrated Seoul through the
Demilitarized Zone with the goal of storming the presidential residence, known
as the “Blue House.” However, South Korean authorities discovered the plan
before it was carried out, leading to fierce clashes that resulted in the deaths of
most infiltrators and dozens of South Korean soldiers and civilians. This
operation occurred amid heightened tensions between the two Koreas following
the Korean War (1950-1953), as Pyongyang sought to destabilize the U.S.-
backed government in the South. The incident was viewed as a direct escalation
by North Korea, prompting Seoul to strengthen its defenses and tighten border
security. The United States’ response was cautious and balanced. Washington
condemned the attack and expressed full support for its ally, South Korea, but
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sought to avoid a full-scale military confrontation that could spark another war
in the region. Preoccupied with the Vietnam War at the time, the U.S. limited its
actions to providing military and intelligence assistance to Seoul while urging
both sides to exercise restraint. The incident thus became a turning point in
U.S.—South Korean relations, reinforcing their security cooperation and
deepening the divide between the two Koreas.

Keywords: South Korea, North Korea, United States of America, Park Chung-
hee, Kim Il-sung.
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