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Culture and national identity in Iraq: A study in
content and substance

lect. Dr. Abdul Karim Jaafar Al-Kashfi
Former Director General of Education in Diyala
Abstract

he American occupation of Iraq in 2003 showed a situation that appears to
the other that there is a lack of integration among the components of the
Iraqi people that the occupation forced to perpetuate, and that the pluralism
enjoyed by Iraqi society is not a negative case or a unique case among the
countries of the world. Therefore, it requires the political system in Iraq to believe in
pluralism, preserve the rights and public freedoms of all members of the people without
discrimination, and raise the interest of the nation above subsidiary affiliations. Under
these circumstances, there was an attempt to impose the Iraqi national identity, but these
attempts collided with the changes that occurred after 2003 AD, which adopted sectarian,
regional and national quotas, which complicated the problem of building a national identity.

It must be said that the national identity has a number of positives, it is necessary for
us to highlight them, including the commonalities that unite them and distinguish them
from the neighboring countries, and the issue of building a national identity was not
a product of the hour. Rather, there have been many attempts since the establishment
of the contemporary Iraqi $tate in Y4Y) AD, but they did not succeed in building A
comprehensive national identity that brings together the various components of the people,
despite the efforts to raise national emblems in the early beginnings. Societal diversity
was an obstacle to building and strengthening the national identity and its consolidation.

The research hypothesis stems from an attempt to impose identities and ideologies,
which was an obstacle to the construction of the Iraqi national identity, and that the change
after 2003 AD has complicated the problem of building the national identity, and its lack
of it cast a shadow over the policy of this study and the proposal to build and resolve
this policy. National identity on appropriate bases and according to the following axes:

The first axis: the problem of building the national identity inlraq since the establishment
of the state until today.

Thesecond axis: reshaping and building the Iraqinational identity fromits correct perspective.
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