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Abstract:

This study, titled 'Literal and Figurative Meaning and Their
Applications in the Works of Abu Hafs al-Nasafi (Surah Al-Mu’min
as a Model)," aims to examine literal and figurative meanings in language
and terminology, clarify their types, and their role in developing rhetorical
significance. It then traces the applications of these two concepts in the
interpretation of Imam Abu Hafs al-Nasafi in his work "Al-Taysir fi al-
Tafsir," through selected examples from Surah Al-Mu’min.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach by
collecting verses that include literal and figurative expressions, analyzing
them, linking them to Abu Hafs al-Nasafi’s interpretation, and comparing
them with the views of rhetoricians. The study concludes that Abu Hafs
al-Nasafi employed a precise use of literal and figurative meanings,
especially metonymy and rational metaphor. The Imam used these to
clarify the Qur’anic meaning in a manner consistent with context and to
highlight the impact of rhetorical imagery. The results also show that Abu

Hafs al-Nasafi’s interpretation is characterized by conciseness
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accompanied by precise analysis, and that his rhetorical applications
contribute to a deeper understanding of Qur’anic expression.
Keywords: Al-Nasafi’s efforts, science of rhetoric, metonymy,
rational metaphor
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