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Abstract

This study examines the stylistic device of restriction (al-qasr) in Qur’anic
verses that address themes of victory and defeat, recognizing it as one of
the most powerful rhetorical tools used in the Qur’an to affirm truths,
clarify meanings, and shape the spiritual and psychological state of the
believers The research begins by outlining the definition of al-qasr
linguistically and terminologically, highlighting its semantic roots in Arabic
and its significance within classical Arabic rhetoric. It then presents the
main types of restriction employed in the Qur’an, including restriction with
innama, negation and exception, fronting and delaying (tagdim wa-
ta’khtr), and restriction through bal and other particles of redirection and

correction.
Adopting a descriptive and analytical rhetorical approach, the study

surveys the relevant Qur’anic passages related to victory and defeat,
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analyzes their linguistic structures, and clarifies the rhetorical function
performed by each type of restriction The findings demonstrate that al-
gasr serves not only as a tool for emphasis, but also as a precise
mechanism for defining the true source of victory—namely, God alone,
and for revealing the deeper causes of defeat, particularly those rooted in
psychological or spiritual weakness The analysis further shows that the
Qur’an employs restriction in these contexts to strengthen the believers,
guide their emotions, and elevate their understanding from intellectual
perception to internalized faith. Thus, al-gasr plays a central role in
shaping the conceptual framework of victory and defeat in the Qur’an,
illustrating the depth, precision, and miraculous nature of Qur’anic
expression.

This research concludes by highlighting the rhetorical and theological
value of al-qasr in Qur’anic discourse, and its importance in
understanding the dynamics of divine support, human responsibility, and
the moral lessons embedded within the narratives of victory and defeat
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