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Yazidi identity: history and marginalization

Asst. Lect. Hassoun Jahwar Abdo

University of Osnabriick, Germany
Abstract
his research revolves around the identity of the Yazidi rooted in history to enhance
their national identity, as the mission of studying history in general is to improve the
circumstances of nations and adhere to national identity within the framework of a
sense of pride and greatly enhance confidence in national belonging. Understanding history
by remembering the past not only as a narrative, but as a question that searches for the keys to
improve the present and preparing for the future, then effective solutions can be found for the
many differences and the effective desire to find and provide steadfast loyalty to true citizenship.
The conflict and clash between identities at the expense of citizenship, the weakness of
the government and its activation on the one hand, and the marginalization of minorities
on the other hand, without taking into account the privacy of the individual and their
circumstances, and what distinguishes them from others as much as they offer or create, but
rather thinking with the mentality of the dominant majority, creates a heated atmosphere
of disagreement and conflict within the homeland. Just as the research concludes that
true citizenship and the conditions for the national identity to prevail over other identities
is the wise policy of the state, and even not to flounder between politics and interests on
the one hand, and on the other hand to commit to a true democratic system for everyone
who has the right to practice his religious rituals and rites without discrimination. This
area of conflict is of particular importance to modern democracies as they are in a constant
struggle to balance individual rights and maintaining law and order.It is suggested that no
identity should be marginalized within the Iraqi national fabric, and according to it, it can
be said that Iraq is considered a country of oppressed and weak identities, and successive
governments have contributed to marginalizing others, inflicting various types of torture on
them, and belittling their culture, language, art, and production due to the use of excessive
force. This had no meaning in terms of national containment when it comes to dominant
identities that belittle others and insult their culture, as a history full of marginalization,
backwardness, and displacement contributed to creating a lot of division and neglect of
other multiple identities. Therefore, in our current reality, the principle of equality and
true citizenship must be applied without discrimination on the basis of race or gender etc.
Keywords: Yazidism, Yazidi identity, national identity, hybrid identity,
identity crisis.
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