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The Philosophy of the Ten Commandments in
Surah Al-An'am and Their Role in Consolidating
Community Unity

Prof. Dr. Yaqoob Nadhim Ahmed
Iraqi University/College of Islamic Sciences
Abstract
he Quran philosophy is to build an ideal society based on affection, kindness,
cooperation, respect of other people's rights, and protection of physical and
moral rights. It takes a guard against separation and disunity to bring about
a harmonious and integrated society whereby at times it places community interests
above those of individuals and minorities. Surah Al-An'am emphasizes those
instructions and guidelines that are necessary for maintaining cohesiveness in society.
These ten commandments in Surah Al-An'am are the bases for the complete
development of a person and a just and united society. If all people in society abide
by these commandments and make them part of their lives, then they will live a
life full of prosperity, bliss, coordination, love, and devoid of any grudge and hate.
These commandments address various aspects, including monotheism
and belief in the oneness of the Creator and its influence on the unity of the
community. They underline parental respect and obedience through honoring
and serving the parents. Furthermore, they protect family and descendants
and prevent taking life for no right reason. The commandments talk about
social responsibilities, in particular those to orphans and one's responsibilities
to society, and honesty in matters related to measurement and weight, and
point out the evil of fraud. Finally, they proclaim justice and pledge-keeping.
These commandments thus lay the foundation for a just and merciful
human community. This research report contains an introduction and
ten major themes and a conclusion summarizing themainmessages
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