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The Role of Religious Authorities and Universities in
Preserving Islamic Identity in Light of Contemporary

Changes
(The Authority of Sayyid al-Sistani as a Model)

Dr. Hussein Ali al-Nouri al-Mousawi
University of Baghdad, College of Islamic Sciences

Abstract

his research came with the aim of identifying the degree of

contribution of Islamic and national figures, especially the Grand

Ayatollah, the religious authority, Sayyid Ali al-Sistani, and his
role in preserving Islamic culture and national identity and in strengthening
the components of Islamic identity in light of some contemporary
variables in Iraq. The research was distributed over three axes (religious
and historical, cultural, and value and moral), and the results of the study
showed that the degree of contribution of the great Islamic figures and
authorities in strengthening the components of Islamic and national identity
from the point of view of all segments of society and from the three aspects
came to a great degree. In this research, it consists of two chapters and
a conclusion, and each chapter contains two requirements. In the first
chapter: the definitions specific to the research topic and the definition
of the life of Sayyid al-Sistani. In the second chapter: the confrontation
and authentication of identity and the positions of the authority of Grand
Ayatollah Sayyid al-Sistani in preserving the cultural identity.

Keywords: Religious references, Islamic culture curricula, Islamic identity,
contemporary changes
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