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Abstract:

This study aims to examine and explore the role of international organizations
and institutions in protecting classical archaeological sites, with a focus on the
challenges these sites face and the significance of international efforts in their
preservation. Classical archaeological sites—Greek and Roman—constitute a
fundamental part of the world's cultural heritage, serving as living testaments to
civilizational progress and human creativity in architecture and the arts. These
sites face multiple threats, including natural factors such as climate change and
human-induced factors such as armed conflicts and unregulated urban
development, necessitating urgent, organized, and sustainable intervention.
Using both quantitative and qualitative analysis, the study evaluates the roles of
organizations such as UNESCO, the European Union, ICCROM, and ICOMOS,
highlighting their activities in inscribing sites on the World Heritage List,
providing financial and technical support, and developing restoration and
documentation projects. It also sheds light on the challenges hindering these
organizations’ work, including funding shortages, security difficulties in conflict
zones, and environmental and legal obstacles.

The study concludes that while international efforts are crucial, they require
reinforcement through increased funding, enhanced cooperation between local
and international stakeholders, and the adoption of advanced technologies for
documentation and protection. Additionally, it recommends raising public
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awareness of the importance of these sites and incorporating them into
educational curricula to ensure the sustainability of their preservation for future
generations.

Keywords: Classical archaeological sites, UNESCO, World Cultural Heritage.
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