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Abstract

This research seeks to unveil the aesthetic dimensions and rhetorical miracle of Surah
Al-Insan, where a central duality emerges gratitude (shukr) and ingratitude (kufr). The
surah is composed with elevated eloquence that harmonizes profound doctorial
meaning with refined stylistic beauty. It opens by recalling the origin and weakness of
humankind, then presents the trial of divine guidance, leading to a division between
the grateful—who ascend through Allah’s blessings—and the ungrateful—who
neglect them and descend into heedlessness. These contrasting depictions form a
coherent Qur'anic tableau, linking the beginning and the end of the surah in precise
artistic and thematic unity. The surah excels in portraying the disbelievers,
highlighting their attachment to worldly pleasures and their rejection of truth, while
also delineating their fate. Conversely, it masterfully depicts the grateful believers,
emphasizing their righteous deeds, patience, and the eternal bliss prepared for them.
This balance between promise and warning reflects the Qur'an’s unique ability to
combine guidance with rhetorical artistry. Through this contextual and artistic
framework, the Qur'an reveals itself not merely as devotional discourse but as a
miraculous text that unites guidance with eloquence, deepening the reader’s
awareness of its divine message and exposing the harmony between form and
meaning. The essential message of the surah is that guidance is a divine gift, and the
destiny of humankind depends on their stance toward Allah’s blessings—between
gratitude and ingratitude—while the ultimate judgment rests solely with Allah. Thus,
Surah Al-Insan stands as a vivid model of the interplay between artistic context and
thematic depth, where Qur'anic expression and rhetorical imagery converge to affirm
that the Qur'an is the guiding light, and its miracle lies in its ability to merge
theological truth with aesthetic eloquence, thereby strengthening faith and
heightening appreciation of the divine discourse.
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